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The official premiere of the 15th edition of the Symi Festival 
takes place on Saturday 1 August in the Central Square in 
Yialos with a Greek music concert by Eleni Tsaligopoulou, 
a famous Greek singer who will be accompanied on stage 
by the composer Giorgos Andreou and the bouzouki player 
Mihalis Karantinis.

This year’s festival has scheduled about 30 events and 
for the first three weeks of August there will be a festival 
performance taking place almost on a daily basis. The 
programme includes, pop, rock and traditional music concerts, 
local bands, dance performances, literary evenings, classical 
music, theatrical performances, gastronomical nights and 
feasts as well as athletic events. 

As the festival co-ordinator, Mr Giorgos Papakalodoukas 

15th Symi Festival 
Gets Under Way

says in an interview with The News of Symi, this year the 
festival has nothing to be envious of previous years despite 
the problems of funding, the festival continues to be multi-
themed, offering a wide variety of performances, and hopes 
to atract the publicity and support it deserves. This year the 
festival is dedicated to “the child”.

The News of Symi in collaboration with SymiGreece.com 
will be covering this year’s Festival with articles, reviews and 
photos. Photos and videos of many Festival performances 
will appear regularly on the dedicated Symi Festival pages of 
SymiGreece.com.

Noise polution
The News of Symi has received a letter from Mr Giannis 
Vogiatzis addressed to the Chief of the Police of Symi 
which was translated in four languages. The purpose of 
the letter is to raise once again the big problem of noise 
pollution in the early hours of the morning by certain bars 
and restaurants which are named in the letter.

Of course noise pollution is not only caused by bars 
and restaurants but also motorbikes which roam the 
streets of Symi once the traffic restrictions are lifted. In 
recent days a very disappointed Mayor has taken up the 
role of policeman, trying to persuade the youngsters who 
ride these bikes about the damage they cause to the island 
and to themselves.

The letter is published as received but without the 
names of the mentioned businesses (which remain at the 
disposal of the Editor) as this is a matter for the Police. 
However, we doubt this letter will achieve much as the 
staff at the Police Station spend most of their time in the 
summer months dealing with the economic migrants that 
come to Symi as well as passport control; in other words 
they don’t have the staff to carry out their main tasks.

“Sir Chief of the Police of Symi,
We are writing to you because we know how sensitive 

you are to environmental problems and to the respect of 
the laws in Symi. You are aware that there are in Symi 
numerous noise pollutions: motorcycles, automobiles, 
boats, etc., but the most important of these nuisances 
results from a few bars and restaurants (....) that diffuse 
music at extremely high sound levels until late in the 
night without any respect for the environment.

This strong nuisance exists every night from the 
beginning of May to the end of October. Considering the 
amphitheatrical shape of the port ,the noise rises up to 
the highest houses of Yialos and several hundred people 
are, each night, disturbed in their sleep.

It is useful to point out that the Law regarding noise 
pollution (Ministry directive A5/3010 Official Gazette No. 
593 B 2/10/1985) applicable on the whole Greek territory 
indicates that the sound level resulting from bars or
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Editorial
IT’S FESTIVAL TIME for Symi which is once again 
stepping up its efforts to show itself to the World 
through the Symi Festival, a collection of cultural 
events centred around the depth and variety of Greek 
music.

IN THIS MONTH’S EDITION of The News of Symi,
we have been fortunate enough to secure an open and 
frank interview with Festival co-ordinator Giorgos 
Papakalodoukas which we hope will give you an 
insight into the joys and woes involved in planning, 
organising and staging Symi’s most important annual 
cultural event. 

IN THESE DIFFICULT FINANCIAL TIMES, it is 
encouraging to see the Festival continue without too 
much of a reduction in the length of the programme. 
After the Premier featuring Eleni Tsaligopoulou on 
August 1st, Symi can look forward to an entertaining 
month with a wide variety of different artists. We’ve 
even included the programme to help you plan! 
Photos and reports of all the main concerts will be 
available on the SymiGreece website, including live 
coverage of the Premier.

THIS IS THE FIFTH EDITION of The News of Symi,
Symi’s only monthly newspaper in English, and we 
are pleased that the number of businesses wanting to 
advertise in the paper has risen greatly since it was 
launched back in March. Last month’s paper has 
already been dowloaded over 2,700 times from the 
SymiGreece website giving an overall readership of 
around 5,000. We would like to thank everyone who 
has expressed their appreciation of the newspaper 
and for all the feedback that we have received.

In recent years, the dance group of WA has 
traveled around Greece, invited by a number of 
cultural bodies who, in exchange, also come to 
Symi to take part in the Symi Festival. This year, 
the dance activities of WA expanded to include 
teaching of classical and jazz ballet. 

WA continues its charitable activities by 
organising fund-raising events with the proceeds 
given to good causes, locally, nationally as well as 
internationally. It also collaborates with Unicef and 
Medicines Sans Frontier.

 WA is governed by a seven-member committee 
which is elected for two year terms. Its President 
is Ms Sevasti Nikoli and it has over 200 members. 
Funding of the Association is via charitable 
donations including Symiots in America and 
Australia, fund-raising events, and the production 
of a calendar. Other publications are planned for 
the near future. 

The new website for the WA of Symi will be 
available this month at: www.SymiGreece.com/
womensassociation.htm

Women’s Association of Symi: 
Maintaining Tradition

The Women’s Association (WA) of Symi was established in 
1946 on the initiative of Mrs Pasithea Zouroudi Saligkarou, 
a Symiot woman who was then the president of the Athens
Association of Educated Women of the Dodecanese.  
Her aim was to establish a Symi branch for the Athens
association, but the Symiot women rejected the idea and 
established an autonomous and not-for-profit association 
named “Women’s Association of Symi, St Katherine” in 
1946 with Mrs Fotini Vitali as its first president.

The aim of the association was the charitable support 
of the poor children of Symi during the difficult years after 
the end of the Second World War (some of whom were 
orphans), contributing towards their clothing and providing 
the funds for their education, as well as the promotion and 
support of women.

After the change of its constitution in 1983, the WA
removed “St Katherine” from its name and expanded 
its activities to more areas including the workplace and 
health. It contributed towards women being insured 
in the workplace (which was not the case until then) by 

calling IKA inspectors to Symi. Doctors were also invited 
periodically to carry out Pap smear tests and inform women 
of the importance of testing and organising speeches about 
general health and preventative medicine. 

The promotion and preservation of Symi’s cultural 
heritage and the Dodecanese folk was also added to the 
revised constitution. In 1985, WA established the handicraft 
coorperation SYMAIS, contributed towards the opening 
of the Nautical Museum, helped establish the first blood 
donation group, established the Music Workshop which was 
operated with the support of WA for some years before being 
handed over to the Municipality of Symi, and started the first 
Symi Carnival in co-operation with the Folk Association
and the then Mayor of Symi Mr Yiannis Markopoulos. 

WA participates in various traditional events, such 
as the revival of Symi customs (e.g. Koukoumas, the 
burning of Judas), feasts, theatrical performances, 
exhibitions and the teaching of traditional dance from 
the Dodecanese and the rest of Greece. WA owns about 
150 traditional customs. It also gives performances at 
the Symi Festival thus contributing to its continuation.

Symi Municipal Radio 
102.1 FM and online 

www.anes.gr

Advertise your 
business inside

THE NEWS of Symi

2246072363, 6977247701
news@symigreece.com

BY CHRISTOS BYRON
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Friday 10 July
Elefsina Town
Greek music concert by Afentoula Razeli in the town of 
Elefsina (near Athens) organised by the Symiot Association 
of Elefsina “Michael Archangel”.

Tuesday 14 July
Panormitio Conference Centre, Horio
Summer Demonstration of the Municipal Conservatoire of 
Symi “Yiannis Diakoyiannis”.

Monday 20 July
St John’s Yard, Yialos
Greek concert by Manolis Karpathios and Marina Manolakou. 
Sponsored by the Cultural Society of Symi.

Saturday 25 July
St John’s Yard, Yialos
Presentation of the Irene Voyatzi- Haralampi’s novel “Mark 
on the chest”.

Monday 27 July
St Panteleimonas church
Revival of the traditional feast of St Panteleimonas.

Saturday 1 August - OFFICIAL PREMIERE 
Central Square, Yialos
Greek music concert with Eleni Tsaligopoulou, Giorgos 
Andreou and Manolis Karantinis. The premiere is presented 
by the journalist Alexis Kostalas.

Sunday 2 August
Syllogos Square, Horio
Gastronomic Evening with the Symi Shrimp Festival and the 
presentation of tradional Symiot recipes based on the recipe 
book of Fotini Attiti. Traditional dancing from the dance groups 
of the Women’s Assotiation of Tsaritsani (near Elassona in the 
north of mainland Greece) and the Women’s Association of 
Symi accompanied by the music group of Mihalis Missos. 
The evening will be presented by Efi Yalousi.

Monday 3 August
St John’s Yard, Yialos
“Duo: Nota Bene” - Chamber music from Salzburg by Eva 
Steinschaden (violin) and Alexander Vartar (piano) supported 
by the Austrian Embassy. The concert is presented by the 
journalist Alexis Kostalas.

Tuesday 4 August
Central Square, Yialos
Greek traditional and contemporary dancing by the dance 
groups of Irene Milonaki.

Wednesday 5 August
Megalos Sotiris Monastery
Revival of the traditional feast of “Megalos Sotiris”.

Thursday 6 August
St John’s Yard, Yialos
The Greek Ministry of Culture has proclaimed 2009 as a 
“year of Ritsos” and to mark the occassion, the Symi Festival 
presents a literary evening dedicated to the poet Yiannis Ritsos 
celebrating 100 years since his birth.

Thirty events at the 15th Symi Festival 
The complete 2009 programme 

Friday 7 August
Central Square, Yialos
“Three Moments” - Dance performance by Ballet Tan in three 
different choreographies by Yannis Margaronis.

Saturday 8 August
Central Square, Yialos
“Our sweet homeland” - Theatrical performance by the Symiot 
Theatre directed by Manolis Antonoglou.

Sunday 9 August
Syllogos Square, Horio
Cretan music and songs from the Greek islands by Kostis 
Avissinos and his band.

Monday 10 August
St John’s Yard, Yialos
“A trip to the dream” - Greek music concert with Yiannis 
Mathes and his band.

Tuesday 11 August
St John’s Yard, Yialos
Lecture about the lullabies of Symi by Eleni Zahariou Mamaigka 
(Doctor of Phylosophy), Konstantina Macheridi (Doctor of 
Medicine); Vocals: Fotini Zouroudi-Agelosopoulou.

Wednesday 12 August
Central Square, Yialos
Traditional dancing from the Dodecanese, Asia Minor 
and Northern Greece by the dance groups of the Women’s 
Association of Symi.

Thursday 13 August
Central Square, Yialos
Greek music concert by Kaiti Garbi.

Friday 14 August
Central Square, Yialos
Greek music concert by Domenica.

Sunday 16 August
Central Square, Yialos
Greek music concert by Christos Dantis.

Monday 17 August
St John’s Yard, Yialos
Musical performance by the group “Night Government”. 

Tuesday 18 August
St John’s Yard, Yialos
“Back to the basics” - Blues from the 50s and contemporary 
pop rock by the band of Kostantinos Matsikas.

Thursday 20 August
Central Square, Yialos
Greek traditional dances by the Cultural Association of Loutsa 
from the Municipality of Ioannina in the north of Greece.

Saturday 22 August
Nimos Island
Revival of the traditional feast of Santa Maria of Nimos

Sunday 23 August
Central Square, Yialos
Greek music concert by Mary Linda

Sunday 30 August
Central Square, Yialos
Concert by the bands ImAgisNiFfF and Rubrica accompanied 
by Lefteris Chatzipetrou amd Irene Fountouradaki. 

Tuesday 1 and Wednesday 2 September
Symi & Datca
Two-day event dedicated to Peace organised jointly by the 
Municipalities of Symi and Darca. Greek music concert by 
the band Makrina Ksaderfia on Wednesday 2 September in 
the central square in Yialos.

Sport Events
Thisias race: Panormitis - Symi
Annual race: Niborios - Yialos
Swimming race: Symi - Datca

Rodos Cup 2009
Award ceremony of the Rhodes Sailing Club

Summer exhibition 2009
Organised by the Association of Creative People of Symi 
“Santa Maria of the Castle” at the gallery “Symi Dream” in 
Horio - opening: Saturday 8 August at 19:00.
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The 15th Symi Festival opens in a few days. What can you 
single out from this year’s programme and how does it 
compare with previous years? 

What I generally single out is its wide variety. As in every 
other year, there are many different kinds of performances. 
It’s not a themed festival, that’s why it’s so interesting. If it 
were a themed one and had the same duration, it could have 
been monotonous and boring. This year it has nothing to be 
envious of previous years, quite the contrary... and while we 
were initially talking about 15 performances, it expanded 
come the end. 

This year’s programme has many quality performances 
but on the other hand it’s lighter. There are events which some 
may think aren’t highbrow enough, but this doesn’t mean the 
quality of the festival drops. Kaiti Garbi, for example, may 
have sung more commercial songs, but she has also sung folk 
songs as she is primarily a folk voice. Dantis is a rock singer 
despite having sung commercial songs to sell more CDs. 

Each year the festival offers something different, because 
it is always related to a different theme. This year the spectrum  
it follows is a more sensitive one as it is dedicated to the child. 
There was a painting competition where children from nursery 
and primary schools painted and specialists judged the best, 
without this meaning the initiative was a competitive one.

Will children’s painting be presented in any way?
The four paintings that were judged the best have been 

included in the Festival Programme. The children who 
painted them will each recieve an award during the Premiere 
as representatives of all the children who took part. This 
seemed the best way. During the premiere, there will be a 
special section about children, the child who studies, those 
who occupy themselves with special activities, the child that 
plays and laughs, and also the unhappy child who doesn’t 
experience the conditions that it should experience as a child, 
because it suffers hardship, is a victim of exploitation, etc.

What happened with Eleytheria and why is she not 
coming to the premiere?

It was my choice to bring Eleytheria Arvanitaki.  We made 
her an offer and there was a positive response, but later on a 
number of Council members disagreed putting forward the 
opinion of those who are not her fans, that she was not the best 
choice for the premiere. As you know the elected representatives 
have more power than I, so their view prevailed. On the other 
hand, her “budget” was quite expensive...

So the problem wasn’t just a financial one.
Generally you either like or dislike Arvanitaki’s voice. I 

personally like her very much, I think she has a unique voice 
and one of the best we have in Greece, but on Symi maybe 

"The artist sees the sea, his voice goes out to the sea"
Interview with Festival co-ordinator Giorgos Papakalodoukas
BY CHRISTOS BYRON

names more widely accepted are more successful. 
How was Tsaligopoulou’s chosen?
Tsaligopoulou would have come anyway in August, so she 

was just brought forward to the premiere. In any case, she is 
a very big name and is accompanied by her husband Giorgos 
Andreou who is a great musician and by Manolis Karantinis 
who is one of the best bouzouki players in Greece.

How were things this year when it came to funding for 
the festival? What is the prospect for the future and what 
is the way for more sponsors to support the festival?

The money available from sponsorships has been reduced 
a lot. This is because Symi is not offering something original 
in the sense that she may have a festival that was the first 
in the Dodecanese and has been acclaimed and recognised, 
but there many festivals now in many islands and many 
Municipalities ask for public funding. This year a lot of money 

the programme, poster and invitations free of charge.
Couldn’t there be other sponsors beyond the state?

on the television and where the programme will be read by 

(previously the cost was as 

part of the expenses will be 
paid by the Municipality.  At 
the end of the day, the Grand 
Sponsor of the festival is the 
Municipality of Symi.

There are still some 
who think the artists come 
for free, but this is not the 
case especially with the big 
names.

We try to use the money 
from sponsorships to pay the 
artists’ fees so that it doesn’t 
seem like the Municipality 
pays for the big names. It 
would be unfair if good 
musicians didn’t get paid, 
simply because they weren’t 
widely recognised, while only 
those who are considered 
big names got paid. Travel, 

accommodation and food costs are always covered by the 
Municipality, but other than that our aim is to find sponsors.

In the past there have been various criticisms about the 
Festival: some talk about a lack of identity, others about 
the lack of an artistic director, others about insufficient 
facilities and lack of advertising/promotion. How do you 
respond to such criticism?

The artistic director who would mainly have knowledge 
of classical music would maybe find it difficult to cope with 
a multi-theme festival. He or she could be involved with the 
piano part for example, but may not be in a position to organise 
a whole festival. And of course he/she will not be paid less than 

something that would strain the festival financially.
The festival as it has been shaped is not boring and if it had 

adopted a particular theme it would distance the people of Symi 
from it to a great extent. On the other hand, it could acquire 
some thematical character within it, like the “Piano Days” that 
I proposed and we saw at the Festival for the past two years 
but has now stopped. There could have been a director for 
that part only and I had then proposed to the Mayor for Mimis 
Plessas to be the director and the Mayor asked him. Of course 
directors have demands too. That is Plessas or any other like 
him would say I want you to bring this person from the US 
and it costs that much. And when you try to reduce the cost it 
is not easy to meet the demands of an artistic director.

Greek & Foreign Press
Papers, Magazines, Books, Cigars & Cigarettes

Next to Mina’s shop - Tel. 22460 71675

Savoy Hotel
In the centre of Rhodes Town

www.savoyrodos.gr - Tel. +30 22410 20721/2
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The 15th Symi Festival made an early start on the 10th of 
July outside Symi, in the town of Eleysina (near Athens), with a 
Greek music concert by Afentoula Razeli organised by the Symiot 
Association of Elefsina “Michael Archangel” (photo above).  

The annual demonstartion of the Municipal Conservatoire 
of Symi “Yiannis Diakoyiannis” took place at the Panormitio 
Conference Centre in Yialos where 19 students made presentations 
and played pieces on piano, guitar and violin in front of their 
family and friends. Despite the problems of underfunding and 
missed lessons due to the bad weather conditions in the winter 
that often prevent the teachers coming over from Rhodes, it was 
a remarkable performance and a well-attended event. 

Photos of everyone who took part can be found at: www.
SymiGreece.com/symimusicschool09.htm.

Symi Festival 2009: photo gallery
BY CHRISTOS BYRON

ANES General Assembly 
The General Assembly of the shareholders of ANES 
took place on the 27th of June at the Panormitio 
Conference Centre in Horio. Sixty shareholders were 
present representing 73% of all 400,047 company 
shares. During the meeting the shareholders voted 
to increase the itineraries of the boats “Proteas” and 
Symi II during the winter months thus improving the 
service to the residents and businesses of Symi. The 

Ministry of Mercantile Marine does not subsidise it. 
The main purpose of the meeting was the election 

of the new ANES board. Apart from the Mayor Mr 
Lefteris Papakalodoukas and the Captain Mr Mihalis 
Missos who have been nominated to the board 
according to the ANES constitution, the following 
were elected by the shareholders.The number of 
votes (shares) received is shown in brackets.

Giannis Karagiannis (264,412), Apostolos 
Haskas (247,296), Giorgos Kalodoukas (243,640), 
Adonis Hatzimarkos (201,994), Adonis Moraris 
(193,872)

29th of June, it was decided that the President of 
the board of ANES for the next 4 years will be Mr 
Adonis Hatzimarkos, the Vice-President will be Mr 
Giannis Karagiannis and the Managing Director will 
be Mr Giorgos Kalodoukas.

Symi at University 
Meeting in Turkey
A meeting took place at the University of Mugla 
in Turkey between the Association of Architects 
of Mugla and the Dodecanese section of the 
Technical Chamber of Greece where Symi was well 
represented.

As part of the meeting, an exhibition was organised 
at the entrance of the university, were 60 posters 
were displayed with studies and applications for the 
restoration of monuments and traditional buildings. 
Symi was represented with a poster with photos 
and drawings of the restoration of the Melidonis 
mansion which today is the home of the Grazias. 
The study and the supervision of the work was by 
the architect Anastasia Papaioannou. The project 
has been given an award by the non-governmental 
organisation “Europa Nostra”. The programme of the 
meeting also included 12 lectures about traditional 
architecture. Symi was again represented with the 
lecture by Ms Papaioannou entitled “Symi, a city of 
shipmasters and shipowners” which included many 
photos from Symi. 

At the entrance of the amphitheatre printed 
promotional material about Symi supplied by the 
Municipality of Symi was distributed.  The Turkish 
delegates and hosts were impressed by Symi’s 
architecture and have asked to visit the island at the 
time of the next meeting which will take place on 
Rhodes in September.

Letter to the Chief of the 
Police of Symi
« Continued from page 5

restaurants should not be higher than 30 decibels, 
which is fairly respected by most of the bars and the 
restaurants of Symi. But regarding these four places 
(...) this level is totally exceeded (approximately 
80-100 decibels) and in spite of daily complaints 
to your services, no improvement is noticed: worse, 
every year the sound level is becoming higher and 
higher and music is on later and later at night - up 
to 2, 3, 4 am and occasionally 5 in the morning.

We ask you, Sir Chief of the Police, to take any 
measures necessary so that the Law is respected 
and so that these unbearable nuisances stop, to put 
an end to a situation which exists on no other island 
of the Aegean Sea”.

DOMA Real Estate SYMI
The trusted expert advisors

*
A house for your holiday in Symi is a 

privilege, and... if chosen wisely, it will also 
become a great investment

We are located at the centre of the Symi port 
above Pahos kafeneio

www.doma.gr
Tel. 22460 72619 

e-mail: domasymi@otenet.gr



10 THE NEWS of Symi             July 2009

The daily national newspaper Eleytherotypia published on the 13th 
July a disturbing article written by Chistos Zervas. The article refers to 
an allegation from The Pakistani Community of Greece that a Pakistani 
national, Ouasim Satzat, was subjected to mistreatment amounting to 
torture at the Police Station on Symi earlier this month. We quote below 
directly from the article: 

“According to the accusation, Satzat and two other Pakistanis, 
Mazghar Ali and Mohamet Ali were brought to the police station at 
1 o’clock in the afternoon on the 9th of July and were held there for 
8 hours. During that time, the policemen put a gun to Ouasim Satzat’s 
head, stripped him naked many times and hit him with a baton on his 
legs and bottom. As it is reported, during the violent “interrogation”, the 
policemen used foul language against Satzat and asked him persistently 
to admit that he participated in smuggling of illegal immigrants via 
Turkey. 

In a statement, the President of the Pakistani Community of Greece, 
Mr Tzaved Aslam said: ‘The incidence constitutes an extreme display 
of racist violence from members of the police force for which the police 
torturers need to be punished immediately. We demand the Home 
Secretary Mr Pavlopoulos and the Deputy Minister Mr Markoyiannakis 
state their position on the matter’”.

Police Torture on 
Symi?

USEFUL
NUMBERS

PUBLIC SERVICES
MUNICIPALITY                                 2246370110
CULTURAL CENTRE                2246360413
CITIZENS’ ADVICE                   2246360400 
WATER COMPANY (DEYAS)           2246070005
SOCIAL SERVICES           2246360419
POLICE           2246071111
PORT AUTHORITY                           2246071205
CUSTOMS HOUSE                               2246071429
ELECTRICITY COMPANY                  2246071338

POST OFFICE                         2246071315

DOCTOR’S CLINICS
YIALOS                         2246071290
HORIO                                       2246071316

DENTISTS
VOLONAKIS H.                     2246071272
TSAVARIS V.                     2246072050

PHARMACY
TSAVARIS Y.                    2246071888

BANKS
NATIONAL                                            2246072294
ALPHA                                                   2246071085
DODEKANISOS                  2246071332

TRAVEL AGENTS
ANES                                   2246071100
KALODOUKAS                   2246071077
SYMI TOURS                   2246071307

TAXIS
STAMATIS                   6945226348
GIORGOS                   6974623492
KOSTAS                                   6945252308
THANASIS                   6946568731
THODOROS                   6945531676
KOSTANTINOS                                         6944105596

Nikolas Patisserie
Symi sweets, Cookies, Ice Creams

The only traditional patisserie - in Yialos since 1925

Haritomeni Restaurant
Excellent food, Spectacular views!

Open Every Day - Tel. +30 6945045074

FOR SALE

Land in Pedi with 
permission to 
build two-story 
house, 110 sqm. 

balcony and the 
g r o u n d - f l o o r 
yard have unin-
terupted view of 
the sea. 
Tel:2246072519  
& 6932610931

PETALO Fish Taverna & Cafe Bar
The only authentic fish taverna on Symi - Directly on the sea!

To Book call: 6937197330 or 6955925428

BY DIMITRIS CHRYSOCHOOS

The Mayor was angry, the Vice-Mayor frustrated, 
and the president of DEYAS (the water company) Mr 
Panormitis Moskiou was saddened by the absence 
from the clean up Symi day of all those who say they 
care about a clean Symi. 

Anyway...it’s my opinion and the opinion of 
many others outside Symi, that Symi is one of the 
cleaner islands in Greece, if not the cleanest. Mayors 
from other islands have agreed with this and express 
their surprise about the altruism and the effort that is 
being made. The ones that are to blame are mainly 
those Symiots who restore their ruins but don’t live 
on Symi; maybe they take it for granted that no 
Symiot will ever complain about them. 

As these lines were being written, The News of 
Symi received a phone call from the Mayor telling us 
that one of our fellow citizens (of Albanian origin), 
the builder Mr Miltos Kola, together with his crew, 
has offered to spend three days cleaning up the Kali 
Strata without getting paid.  The Mayor has asked us 
to publish a thank you on his behalf.  Let’s hope that 
many others will follow Mr Kola’s example.

A Clean Symi

BY DIMITRIS CHRYSOCHOOS
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QUIZZES by SIMOS #5
Solutions will be in the next edition of The News of Symi. If you
can’t wait, they are available online now at SymiGreece.com

NAGGAGRAM

L I T
these 9 letters? Each letter can be used once without 
plurals ending in s or names of people or places. Every 
word must contain the letter in the centre and be allowable 
in Scrabble. There is one 9-letter word to discover.

T S E
DITLOIDS E A L
A ditloid is a mixture of letters and numbers. A letter represent a word beginning with that letter. So, 
for example, the ditloid “8 L on a S” has the solution “8 Legs on a Spider”. They start easy and get 

1. O 11 
2. 100 P in an P
3. 7 W of the AW
4. 9 L of a C
5. WI 64 (The B)
6. 99 RB (N)
7. 340.75 D in a E
8. 4 BAO for KH
9. 9 is the SR of EO
10. 1852 M in a NM

Good: 43-57 words V. Good: 58-70 words Excellent: 71 words or more

PEOPLE SPOTTING 
Do you know who these famous people are, and what is their connection?

Solutions #4 DITLOIDS: 7 Days of the Week, 13 Loaves in a Baker’s Dozen, 8 Notes in an Octave, 2.54 Centimetres in an Inch, 5 Rings on the Olympic Flag, 30 Seconds in Half a Minute, 2 Gentlemen of Verona (William 

rhumba, umbrae, amber, argue, armer, auger, barer, barge, barre, bream, brugh, brume, burgh, embar, gamer, gerah, grume, harem, herma, huger, marge, murra, murre, rearm, rebar, regma, rehab, rheum, rhumb, rugae, rumba, umber, 
umbra, urare, urger, ager, arum, bare, barm, bear, berg, berm, brae, brag, buhr, bura, burg, burr, garb, gaur, gear, germ, grab, gram, grub, grue, grum, guar, hare, harm, hear, herb, herm, mare, mura, mure, murr, rage, rare, ream, rear, 
rhea,ruer,ruga,urea,urger. PEOPLE SPOTTING: The two people in the picture are Jennifer Aniston and her Godfather, Telly Savalas.

Find your way around with your free Symi Map
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BY CHRISTOS BYRON

The 5th Faros clinic took place during the second week of 
July in Horio. After several major operations, FAROS reached 
the milestone of treating it’s 200th patient. The total cost of 

tickets for the vets as well as re-stocking of the clinic with 
anesthetics, antibiotics, vaccines, blood tests etc. During the 

cost and we thank everyone who made a donation. 
We are grateful to our sponsors that even in high season 

continue to support FAROS: Kalodoukas Holidays for 
donating the accommodation for both the clinic and the 
vets, Symi Tours for donating boat tickets and transportation 
and EFG Design for donating the design and printing of the 
posters. And as always a big thank you to the four vets from 
the University of Thessaloniki who once again have left their 
work at the clinic to come to Symi and offer their services free 
of charge.

© SymiGreece.com

EXPATCAT by Vasilakis

200 animals treated 
by FAROS

More ExPatCat at: www.SymiGreece.com/expatcat.htm

#5 expatsnack

The 1st Symi art exhibition by FAROS was held at the 
Nautical Museum on 27 June, and hundreds of people 
came to view the artwork created by the children of Symi.  
Due to the success of the exhibition, FAROS is hoping to 
hold it again in Horio in August if we are successful at 

the SymiGreece.com website. 
We thank the Municipality for allowing the use of the 

Museum, the schools on Symi for encouraging the children 
to take part, the artists of Symi for judging the competition, 
the Municipal Cultural Centre and the Mayor for handing 
out diplomas to the children who took part, and, of course, 
all the children themselves.

children’s artwork and it is now available to buy online 
at SymiGreece.com. In the next few days it will also be 
available from several shops around Symi. The design and 
printing of the calendar was donated by EFG Design.

Symi Calendar 2010

When it comes to facilities, there is no doubt that an 
amphitheatre would be nice, but even as the square is now 
with the background of the houses arranged amphitheatrically 
around the harbour with the wide space, the artist sees the 
sea, his voice goes out to the sea. I don’t think there is lack 
of facilities. Sound and light equipment is very good, the 
staging of the concerts is good and the organisation is also 
good because we know the mechanics. Compared with the 
big festivals elsewhere in Greece, we have fewer staff. There 
are very few people who contribute substantially to this 
institution. Based on all that, I think it is staged very well, if 
you consider that for other comparable festivals there are 20 
to 30 people working.

On the other hand, in most events there is no one from 
the Council attending.

This is true for both the governing and opposition parties. 
There should be at least one councilor at each event. The 
Mayor cannot go to every performance but someone from the 
council should always be present. For me, a councilor rather 
than someone from the festival, should close each event and   
hand our the commemorative gifts to the performers.

What are you doing to improve the advertising and 
promotion of the Festival?

We try to advertise the festival as much as we can, by 
sending press releases to all newspapers and all TV channels 
before each event. Advertising is a very difficult thing, you 
have got to work really hard at it and have contacts with 
people that can promote the festival. Unfortunately the money 
that is being spent on advertising the festival is insufficient 
given how much the festival costs.

There are even some people on Symi that don’t know 
when the concerts take place. It’s really something to wonder 
at.  When the festival program is distributed everywhere, and 
every concert is announced on the tannoy, and with press 
releases sent to all local newspapers... then everyone should 
know. Someone that doesn’t care may well never find out 
while someone who cares, even if no advertising happens, 

will find out. Unfortunately people’s participation is not as 
it was before. A very big name has to come, for the people to 
come and fill the square.

What in your opinion is the future for the Symi
Festival? Is there something that may need to change for 
the Festival to become even better?

For me the festival needs to remain multi-themed and 
should not change but there could be thematical parts inside 

for example. I think if the festival is to have parts such as this 
it should have something to do with the piano which is also 
the logo of the festival, as this is how it all started with a piano 
that was sent from the Greek Parliament.

When it comes to material and technical equipment, the 
Municipality needs to acquire its own equipment with its 
own sound engineer, with our own light manager, our own 
electrician and the contracts should become easier to get... 
The Municipality is trying to achieve this, but it is not always 
easy for the Prefecture to approve so many contracts.

Is anything going to happen about the small children 
who run in front of the stage and shout at the playground 
during a performance?

This is a matter of education. The parents should explain 
to their children that a concert area is not the same as a 
playground.

It’s not very helpful having the playground next to it 
though.

This shouldn’t matter. Parent shouldn’t leave their child 
free to roam about the concert area. They should keep them 
close by and teach them to watch a concert. The parents should 
direct their children so that they watch the performances 
without making noise. Even if we had an amphitheatre, the 
child that wants to play will play. The open-air cinema was 
abandoned because of the same reason; we could not watch 
the movie, it was impossible because of the noise. And the 
argument of many “...ah they are only children” I think 
underestimates our and their intelligence.

Having lived with the festival all these years, which 
moment/concert/event can you single out as the most 

« Continued from page 8

Interview with Giorgos Papakalodoukas

memorable and who would you like to see coming to the 
Festival that hasn’t been yet?

The biggest artist that has ever been to the festival is Nana 
Mouschouri. In the years that I have been the co-ordinator 
and helped with the organisation of the festival, the biggest 
name I think was Alkistis Protopsalti. For the future I‘d like 
to see someone comparable with Nana Mouschouri, Demis 
Rousos for example. Others that I‘d like to see at the festival 
are Yianni, Papathanasiou and Spanoudakis.

How easy it is for someone who does so many different 
things (teaching Greek, singing, etc. and this year also 
serving as a Municipal Policeman) to be responsible for a 
festival with the reputation and responsibility of Symi’s?

I occupy myself with teaching the Greek language, 
with the Municipal Police, and with the organisation of the 
Festival. It is true that when you do many things at the same 
time you can’t be perfect on everything. So please forgive any 
imperfections, omissions, even lack of professionalism. I‘m 
someone who does criticises myself hard. Other than that I try 
to be as good as possible. Fortunately, I have good colleagues 
at the Municipal Police and the Festival. 

Will you continue everything you do?
I believe action is the enemy of loneliness and on Symi it 

is very easy to become alone. I think I do many things for this 
reason, because a lot of free time is killing me. I catch myself 
many times wondering why I took on something else and have 
not left a lot of time for myself. But, at the end, when you 
want something very much you will find the time to carry on 
your duties and to also see your loved ones and even travel!!!










	page 1 0709s.pdf
	page 2 0709s.pdf
	page 3 0709s.pdf
	page 4 0709s.pdf
	erase5s.pdf
	erase6s.pdf
	erase7s.pdf
	erase8s.pdf
	erase9s.pdf
	erase10s.pdf
	erase11s.pdf
	erase12s.pdf
	page 13 0709s.pdf
	page 14 0709s.pdf
	page 15 0709s.pdf
	page 16 0709s.pdf

