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 In a wide-ranging interview to The News of Symi, 
the Mayor talks about tourism, the Symi Festival, 
road traffic and noise pollution, cleanliness, current 
and planned building projects, illegal immigrants, 
but also animal welfare and his future plans as 
Mayor of Symi. 

A cut-down version of the interview given to Christos Byron 
and Irini Gazi is published below. The full interview can be 
found online at: www.SymiGreece.com/mayor-interview.htm

REDUCING TRAFFIC CONGESTION

 Traffic congestion and noise pollution are among 
the more serious problems facing the island. Is the 
Municipality considering this issue and if so, what do you 
plan to do about it?
 Road traffic is certainly one of the biggest problems, 
especially the 15-20 motorbikes that cause noise pollution 
with their exhausts. I have repeatedly written to the Police 
and the Home Office and the answer was that because of the 
increased traffic and work with illegal immigrants they are 
unable to get around to this big problem.
 Mayor, it’s not just the motorbikes though, it’s also the 
traffic jams.
 Traffic jams are caused mainly by a lack of infrastructure. 
When we say that the Square will have underground parking, 
it may solve the problem indirectly as all the cars that are 
parked illegally here and there because there are no parking 
spaces, will be gathered together and the roads will open. 
 One of the building projects that are planned is the 
commercial jetty in Petalo. If this happens all the vehicles 
going to Pedi or Horio from the boats will not go through 
Yialos at all.
 As well as that, this year we have the Municipal Police. 
They will be able to ensure that the traffic restriction zone 
works well and that cars are not parked illegally.
 Are there any plans for better and more frequent public 
transport (buses, taxis)?
 The necessary actions have been taken with the Prefecture 
which is responsible for issuing licenses for buses and taxis.
 Who determines the working hours for the taxis?
 The taxi-driver is obliged to serve the citizens 24 hours-
a-day. Other than that, the checking of taxi working hours is 
done by the Police.
 So, it’s the Police who are responsible to ensure that 
everything stops at ��:3�?
 The Police should issue tickets and bring charges. I have 
asked for more taxi licenses but they are not issuing any more. 
The bus line is approved by the Prefecture and has a specific 
timetable. For the Yialos-Horio-Pedi line, the Prefecture issued 
two licenses for two buses but only one person came forward 
to take a license. Nobody could be found to take the other one. 
I have made a suggestion, that Panormitis Monastery also has 
its own bus to serve the worshippers better.

Mayor leaves third 
term option open

BUILDING PROJECTS

 There is a list of building projects that are currently 
underway on Symi. What is the timetable for completion 
of these projects?
  These projects should have been finished already. For 
a project to finish, however, three bodies have to help: the 
Municipality, the contractor and the State. The building 
projects suffer in Symi either because of the contractor or the 
State. The timetable is not determined by the Municipality. 
The marina in Pedi was supposed to be finished in June, but 
it’s stopped because the State used the EU money elsewhere, 
so I don’t know when the work will finish. I ask a similar 
question to you… will they have finished the work next year 
when my 4-year term is finished?
 Among the projects that are being planned but yet to 
start, which do you consider vital for Symi? 
 The first project that needs to happen right away so that 
the island changes its image and goes forward 100 years, is 
the commercial jetty which will start from Aktaion restaurant 
and go up to beyond the Petrol Station. The study is ready, 
licensing is our problem. 
 The other project is the new building for the Hospital in 
Horio which will start at the end of the summer at the latest. 
Other than that is the “HYTA” (sanitary burying of waste)  
which will solve the problem of cleanliness. I think these 
three projects will change the setting in Symi. 
 What is happening with the wind turbine? 
 It will be in place by the end of April but we have had to go 
through the Passion of Christ with the bureaucracy during the 
past 5 years. For example they were asking for €180,000 to 
move it to Symi and now, thanks to the Ministry of Defense, 
it will come for free with a tank landing ship. 
 Symi is the only island in Greece where the Municipality 
has its own solar generator and a wind turbine. The income 
received will cover much of the Municipality’s needs.

NOT ENOUGH PERSONNEL TO DO CLEANING

 Symi is a sad spectacle with the ruins full of rubbish. 
Does the Municipality plan to do something about this?
 We are not happy with the state of cleanliness, that’s 
for certain. Most of the cleaning time we devote to Horio, 
especially in the ruins and small streets. In the past, each 
housekeeper in Horio used to sweep the whole area around 
her house. Now everyone is waiting for the Municipality.
 Isn’t the owner responsible by law to clean his/her 
ruin?
 Go after him… Where will you find him? When you do he 
says “it’s not mine” but when it’s to build on, it’s his! There is 
not enough personnel to do cleaning. Symi needs 12-13 people 
spending their time solely with cleaning and white-washing. 
For me to hire staff I need to have good returns. And I don’t. 
Compared with other parts of Greece, Symi’s council tax is 
80% cheaper. That is, in a 100sqm 
house you pay 120 Euros a year.

Welcome to Symi!
 From this month, the newspaper of the 
Municipality of Symi is also available in the English 
language in an attempt to open up Symi to the World 
and create an impartial and more rounded source of 
information about Symi, where the uniqueness and 
beauty of our beloved island can be shown to the 
World. 
 We hope that this publication will appeal to friends 
of Symi who are more comfortable in reading Symi-
related news in English, from Symi ex-patriots in 
Australia, America and Europe to regular visitors, 
friends and non-Greek residents of Symi alike. 

 As well as our way of reaching out from Symi to 
the English-speaking World, we hope that whether 
you are fortunate to live on Symi or not, you will 
use it as a means to talk to us by sending in your 
comments and letters, and so help to create a printed 
forum where Symi’s interests and concerns can be 
discussed and widely publicised.

 Although this newspaper is published by the 
Municipal Cultural Centre and will report the news 
and activities of the Municipality, it is produced 
independently without any editorial control by the 
Municipality or me personally. This, we hope, will 
guarantee the impartiality of this publication and 
make it a medium for open and varied discussion 
about everything to do with Symi. We have asked 
SymiGreece.com, a non-commercial and not-for-
profit Symi website, to write and produce The News 
of Symi each month and we are very happy that they 
have agreed to do so free of charge.
 We look forward to welcoming you to Symi very 
soon.

Best Wishes,
The Mayor of Symi
Mr. Lefteris Papakalodoukas

“I will hang up my boots once the 
commercial jetty is underway”
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USEFUL
NUMBERS
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MUNICIPALITY	 																					2246070110
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WATER	COMPANY	(DEYAS)			2246070005
SOCIAL	SERVICES	 					2246070129
POLICE	 			 	 					2246071111
PORT	AUTHORITY																			2246071205
CUSTOMS	HOUSE																				2246071429
ELECTRICITY	COMPANY							2246071338
PHONE COMPANY (ΟΤΕ)        2246071212
POST	OFFICE	 																					2246071315

DOCTOR’S CLINICS
YIALOS																																					2246071290
HORIO	 																																				2246071316
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TSAVARIS	Y.		 																			2246071888

BANKS
NATIONAL																														2246072294
ALPHA																																					2246071085
DODEKANISOS	 																		2246071332

TRAVEL AGENTS
ANES	 																																		2246071100
KALODOUKAS	 																		2246071077
SYMI	TOURS	 																		2246071307

TAXIS
STAMATIS	 																		6945226348
GIORGOS	 																		6974623492
KOSTAS																																			6945252308
THANASIS	 																		6946568731
THODOROS	 																		6945531676
KOSTANTINOS																									6944105596
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Editorial
FIFTEEN m�nth� a��ter it� fir�t i��ue, the new�paper ��� 
Symi’s	Municipality	has	an	English	language	edition.	
Symi’s	Mayor,	Lefteris	Papakalodoukas,	says	in	his	
welcome	message	that	The News of Symi	aims	to	give	
an	impartial	and	rounded	view	in	English	of	what	is	
happening	in	this	small	corner	of	Greece.

AT	 present,	 The News of Symi	 has	 a	 circulation	 of	
2,300	copies	and	is	available	free	of	charge	on	Symi	
and	 Rhodes.	There	 is	 a	 small	 fee	 for	 receiving	 the	
paper	 at	 your	 doorstep	 each	 month	 anywhere	 in	
the	 World,	 which	 only	 covers	 posting	 costs.	 The	
paper	 is	 also	 available	 free	 online	 and	 in	 colour	
via	 SymiGreece.com	 and	 symi.gr.	 Its	 only	 income	
comes	 from	 advertising	 which	 is	 available	 at	 very	
competitive	rates.

The News of Symi	 is	 published	 by	 the	 Municipal	
Cultural	Centre	and	produced	by	SymiGreece.com,	a	
n�t-���r-pr�fit web�ite ���r Symi that receive� n� m�ney 
for	producing	this	paper.	Despite	it	being	a	Municipal	
publication,	 The News of Symi	 is	 an	 independent	
newspaper;	 its	 content	 and	 appearance	 are	 decided	
by	 the	 editors,	 Christos	 Byron	 and	 Will	 Sawyer,	
with�ut any influence ��r�m the Municipa�ity. P�ea�e 
contact	 the	 editors	 if	 you	 want	 your	 letter,	 article,	
announcement,	or	advertisement	to	be	published.

THIS	 inaugural	 edition	 of	 The News of Symi	 is	
a	modest	 4	 pages	 long,	 and	 is	 mostly	 devoted	 to	 a	
candid	 and	 open	 interview	 with	 Symi’s	 Mayor,	 in	
what	we	believe	is	a	good	example	of	the	professional,	
informative	and	non-patronising	style	of	journalism	
that,	in	the	English	language,	Symi	has	been	waiting	
for.	We	hope	that	in	the	very	near	future	we	will	be	
able	 to	 expand	 the	 paper,	 and	 tell	 you	 even	 more	
about	the	island	and	country	that	we	love.

WELCOME t� the fir�t e��iti�n ��� The News of Symi!

Symi Municipal Radio 
102.1 FM and online 

www.anes.gr

Symi Celebrations in March

On Satur��ay 7 March wa� the 61�t anniver�ary ��� the Unificati�n ��� 
the	Dodecanese	with	Greece	and	the	occasion	was	celebrated	with	a	
parade	in	front	of	the	War	Memorial	in	Yialos	(top	left).	A	week	earlier	
was	the	last	Sunday	of	carnival	and	a	party	took	place	in	the	centre	of	
Yialos	with		dance	performances,	colourful	costumes	and	lots	of	fun	
(top	right	&	above).	The	day	after	was	Clean	Monday	and	as	every	
year, the Municipa�ity �rgani�e�� the tra��iti�na� ��ea�t an�� kite flying at 
Mihaili	(below).

Photos by SymiGreece.com
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ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

	 The area by the Police Station is often a disturbing 
sight with illegal immigrants sleeping for days on the floor 
until they are moved to Rhodes. Is there any provision for 
accommodation and food for these people?
	 The	illegal	immigrants	are	a	problem	that	I	believe	
the State doesn’t want to solve. They receive €80 per 
person	from	the	EU.	The	sum	of	money	is	a	lot	and	
this	 is	 why	 they	 don’t	 want	 to	 dissuade	 them	 from	
coming.	We	have	made	a	proposal	to	build	a	shelter	
so	that	at	least	they	would	not	be	on	show	until	they	leave.	
	 Has the church ever offered to accommodate these people 
temporarily especially during the winter months?
 This is a matter for the Police. The state is obliged to give €15 
per person for accommodation and €8 for food every day. But 
this	money	doesn’t	come	to	the	Municipality...	it’s	with	the	local	
Police	and	the	Port	Authority.

2009 WILL BE A GOOD YEAR FOR TOURISM

 How do you think the tourist season will go this year?	
 I believe it will go well again this year. 2007 was Symi’s best 
year	in	my	opinion,	and	this	year	too	will	be	a	good	one.	What	we	
all	need	to	understand	is	that	we	must	offer	the	right	services,	and	
most	important	of	all,	we	must	be	well-mannered	to	customers	
with	no	bad	attitude,	despite	a	lack	of	specialised	personnel.
	 Has the Municipality done anything different this year 
when it comes to the advertising campaign for Symi?
	 We	took	part	in	exhibitions	in	Athens,	Thessaloniki,	Istanbul	
and	 Smyrna,	 but	 the	 problem	 is	 that	 there	 is	 no	 participation	
from	the	business	owners	like	there	is	in	other	islands.	The	only	
exhibition	 where	 there	 was	 participation,	 was	 in	 Smyrna	 and	
both	Kalodoukas	and	Sykallos	were	there.	If	the	business	owners	
don’t	go	to	make	deals	with	other	business	owners,	what	is	the	
point	of	us	going	to	the	exhibition?	Just	to	distribute	leaflets?
	 Does the Municipality ask that from the business owners 
though?

	 Yes,	 we’ve	 informed	 them	 for	 years.	 	 Last	
year we paid €15,000 for a TV commercial on 
ERT	 and	 asked	 the	 hotel	 owners	 to	 contribute	
and they told us that they only had €150 to give 
us.	 Sometimes	 people	 expect	 the	 Municipality	
to	do	everything,	but	 it	can’t.The	State	restricts	

the	Municipality	 in	 the	money	it	can	
spend	and	we	do	our	best	 to	at	 least	
have new leaflets and DVDs.

The	 day-trippers	 should	 be	 our	
best	advertisement,	be	we’ve	failed;	a	
committee	could	be	set-up	and	funded	

by	some	people	to	provide	tourists	with	at	least	
some	basic	information	when	they	come	here.
 Business owners have never come to the 
Municipality	to	say	to	me,	Mayor,	we	want	to	do	
this	 to	promote	Symi,	No-one!	 In	Rhodes	hotel	
owners	 pay	 for	 the	 advertising	 campaign.	 Here	
we	are	waiting;	 they	 shut	 the	hotel,	 they	go	on	
holidays	and	wait	for	April	and	then	say	“there	haven’t	been	
people this year”. But how will that happen, by itself?  With a 
website	they	created	on	the	computer?	They	say	“...but	I	have	
a	site”!		yet	that	alone	is	not	enough…

THIS YEAR’S SYMI FESTIVAL

What will happen with the Symi Festival this year?
The	Festival	will	take	place	again	this	year.	At	the	moment	

we	 only	 have	 one	 certain	 event	 with	 classical	 music	 from	
Austria	 that	we	have	agreed	with	 the	Austrian	Ambassador	
who	I	met	a	while	ago.

Last year, we heard there was no funding for the 
Festival. Do you have any indication for this year? 

At the moment we have gathered €15,000 from the 
Hellenic Parliament and €15,000 from the Ministry of 
Mercantile Marine. But people don’t give, it’s not like it used 
to	be	when	there	were	sponsors	so	they	get	the	publicity.	Now,	
they don’t see the benefit and prefer to spend €10-15,000 and 
issue 1,000 more leaflets or make a better website. I‘m trying 

to	 see	 whether	 we	 can	 have	 a	 smaller,	
more	 commercial	 Festival	 but	 also	 a	
good	quality	one.

Are there any fixed dates yet?	
The	way	I	see	it,	the	Premiere	will	be	

on Saturday 1st of August and there will 
be 15-20 performances, from which 5 
will be big ones and 5 Symiot ones.

Will the makeover of the square in 
Yialos affect the Festival this year?

It	will	not	start	before	the	end	of	the	
summer.	There	 will	 be	 an	 amphitheatre	
with	rooms	underneath	for	the	performers,	
underground	parking	and	walkways,	but	
the	Archeologia	has	given	us	a	hard	time	
for 5 years now! At the moment there is 
only	a	small	makeover,	and	there	will	be	
a	slightly	 raised	open	area	so	 that	 there	
will	 be	 a	 more	 direct	 communication	
between	the	spectators	and	the	artists.

ANIMAL WELFARE

Given that Greek Law obliges the 
Municipalities to look after the stray 
animals, what do you think should 
happen so that there are no sick and 
wretched animals in the streets and to 
eradicate incidents of poisoning and 
ill-treatment of animals?

It’s	 a	 very	 delicate	 and	 difficult	
subject....	and	stray	animals	are	not	just	
cats	 and	 dogs,	 they	 are	 also	 goats	 and	
lambs.	 Put	 yourself	 in	 the	 position	 of	
the	Municipality	and	tell	someone	“you	
know	 something,	 they	 are	 all	 strays	
because	they	are	all	illegal	and	they	have	
to be gathered up” and lose the €500,000 
a	year	farmers	are	getting	from	the	EU.	

Why would they lose this money if 
they wall in their animals?	

Where	 will	 they	 wall	 them	 	 in?	
Shouldn’t	 the	 people	 have	 been	 told	 in	
advance	that	in	order	to	get	the	subsidy	
they	 would	 have	 to	 wall	 them	 in?	 We	
have	 this	 out-of-control	 situation	 now	
and	the	Ministry	tells	me	if	you	don’t	rent	
out	a	place	for	grazing,	they	will	have	to	
return 4 years of subsidy - €2,000,000. 
Imagine	 me	 saying	 to	 your	 family	 that	
you have to return the 50-60 thousand 

that	you’ve	been	given.	You	see	in	what	difficult	position	
they	put	you	in?	

What about the stray cats and dogs whose condition 
upsets the tourists, giving the island a bad name?

I	don’t	know	if	there	is	a	law,	but	whoever	has	a	dog	and	
deserts	it,	should	be	fined.		My	own	dog	was	poisoned…as	
soon	as	I	became	Mayor!	It	is	the	mentality	that	needs	to	
change	when	it	comes	to	poisoning	but	I	see	that	something	
is	starting	to	happen.	The	bad	thing	is	that	I	can	see	that	the	
number	of	cats	is	very	much	reduced.	Shouldn’t	this	mass	
neutering	that’s	been	going	on	be	stopped?

Does the Municipality think about strengthening in 
some way the private initiatives that are active in Symi? 
Isn’t there, for example, a place that could be given for 
the FAROS vet clinic, that is fully equipped anyway?

Private	 initiatives	 are	 always	 welcome.	 It’s	 good	 that	
you	 started	 the	 FAROS	 project,	 but	 it	 needs	 to	 become	
even	 more	 dynamic	 and	 you	 should	 always	 “nudge”	 the	
Municipality.	When	the	building	projects	are	finished,	we	
can	sit	down	and	see	how	we	can	help.

THE BIGGEST ACHIVEMENT

Looking back over the past 6 years as Mayor, what 
would you say is the most important achievement?	

All	 projects	 have	 their	 value	 and	 for	 me	 they	 are	 all	
equal.	For	each	project	that	finishes	you	certainly	feel	some	
happiness,	but	 the	biggest	 achievement	of	 this	Municipal	
Authority	 is	 that	 all	 the	 major	 projects	 are	 underway:		
drainage,	 HYTA,	 water,	 schools,	 the	 cultural	 centre,	 the	
library,	projects	for	the	young	like	the	indoor	sports	centre,	
the	football	ground	which	will	happen,	the	marinas…

From your future plans which one is the most 
important that you ‘d like to be finished before the end 
of your term as Mayor of Symi?

What	 I	 said	 at	 the	 beginning	 -	 the	 commercial	 jetty.		
There,	I’ll	“hang	up	my	boots”	as	the	footballers	say.		Even	
more	than	the	ring	road,	for	which	a	study	is	underway,	the	
commercial	jetty	project	is	the	future	for	Symi.

Will you stand for Mayor again?	
As	 the	 situation	 is	 at	 the	 moment,	 I	 don’t	 want	 to.	

People	say	you	are	the	first	citizen,	 the	Mayor	does	what	
he	wants…	but	it’s	not	like	that.	And	everyone	thinks	that	
we	have	become	rich.	I	was	working	before,	I	had	no	need	
to	become	Mayor.	The	problem	is	that	people	say	“I	voted	
for	you!”…	And	this	is	what	saddens	me,	because	he	will	
come	 to	ask	something	unreasonable	and	I	won’t	be	able	
to	give	it.	

What	 I	 can’t	 stand	 is	 this	 thing	 with	 the	 election.	 No	
money	is	worth	going	through	that!	You	feel	like	dirt.	You	
listen	to	this,	that	and	the	other...	and	you	say	“thank	you”	
as	well!	You	feel	like	the	last	man	on	Earth...and	you	say	
to yourself, why do I go through this? for what reason? But 
it’s	an	illness,	right…like	the	opening	of	the	Petridio	school,	
you	say,	“I	did	this!”	and	your	name	will	last...	 	Even	so,	
it’s	not	worth	all	the	money	in	the	World!		People	need	to	
understand	that	it’s	not	possible	to	meet	all	their	demands.

QUIZZES by SIMOS #1
Solutions	will	be	in	the	next	edition	of
The News of Symi.	If	you	can’t	wait,	they	are	
available	online	now	at	SymiGreece.com

DITLOIDS 
A	ditloid	is	a	mixture	of	letters	and	numbers.	A	letter	represent	a	word	beginning	
with	that	letter.	So,	for	example,	the	ditloid	“8 L on a S” has the solution “8 
Legs on a Spider”. They start easy and get progressively more fiendish. You can 
write	your	answers	in	the	space	provided.	Enjoy!

1. 3 S on a T
2. 12 S of the Z
3. 32 P in a G of C
4. 1 FOTCN
5. 1440 M in a D
6. 7 H P B
7. 9 S on the G F
8. 10 D in T Q
9. A 1 B T D (Q)
10. 92 D F M to S 

NAGGAGRAM

S O I How many words of 4 or more letters can you find from 
these 9 letters? Each letter can be used once without 
plurals	ending	in	s	or	names	of	people	or	places.	Every	
word	must	contain	the	letter	in	the	centre	and	be	allowable	
in Scrabble. There is one 9-letter word to discover. 

C U L
E I D

Good: 30-39 words   V. Good: 40-45 words   Excellent: more than 45 words

PEOPLE SPOTTING 
Do	you	know	who	these	famous	people	are?

“I will hang up my boots once the 
commercial jetty is underway”

by
Christos Byron 

Irini Gazi

continued from page 1
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by Christos Byron
FAROS #4
The fourth FAROS vet clinic will take place between 26-
28  March 2009.  Vets from the Department of Veterinary 
Medicine at the University of Thessaloniki will be coming 
to Symi to work voluntarily for FAROS. The FAROS clinic 
will operate as a branch of the University’s own clinic and 
will be subject to the same standards of veterinary care 
with details of all animals treated becoming part of the 
University’s treatment records. The clinic will be held in 
Kyriaki Apartment in Horio (at the beginning of the road 
that starts from Syllogos Square towards Lemonitissa). 

Bring an animal to the vet
FAROS has already treated over 130 animals, free of charge, 
ranging from general advice, check-ups and vaccinations, 
to minor operations, neutering and blood testing. Whether 
it is your own pet or a stray animal you care for or feed, 
please bring it to FAROS.

Our Sponsors
The vets offer their service free of charge, Kalodoukas 
Holidays is donating the accommodation for the vets and 
the clinic, and Symi Tours is donating boat tickets and 
transportation. 

Please Donate
The cost of the clinic is covered by voluntary donations. 
Since FAROS started in 2008, we have equipped and ran 
three vet clinics spending a total of €5,634 and raised 
€3,785 from voluntary donations. We hope that we will 
soon be in a position to meet all costs via donations without 
the need for members of FAROS to use their own money 
to pay for any shortfall. Please help FAROS maintain the 
free vet clinic all year round by making a donation to one 
of the FAROS collection boxes that can be found around 
Symi or online at: www.SymiGreece.com.

Symi Art Competition
As part of the FAROS initiative to highlight the protection 
of the animals of Symi and contribute towards the 
strengthening of a new ethos in the relationship between 
the people and the islands’ animals, FAROS has organised 
the first Symi art competition for Symi’s school-children 
with the protection and care of Symi’s animals as its 
subject. The competition has been officially approved by 
the Ministry of Education and ends on the 10th of April. 
Those wishing to take part can choose whichever kind 
of art they like: from painting or other kind of handicraft 
(e.g. micro-sculpture, collage, 3-D constructions, etc.) to 
“modern art”, photography and video.

After the end of the competition, FAROS will organise 
an art exhibition where all competition entries will 
be shown. During the exhibition, and after suitable 
appreciation, FAROS will award the best works of art 
by category, age, etc. The awarded pieces will also be 
included in a Symi Calendar that FAROS will publish in 
the summer of 2009 which will be available for sale on 
Symi  and also online. The proceeds from the sale will be 
given for the financial support of FAROS.

FAROS Party: 20 March @ Syllogos
To celebrate its first year, FAROS has organised a fund-
raising party at Syllogos restaurant in Horio on Friday 20 
March at 20:30. The entrance fee is €20 and includes a 
buffet with wine, live entertainment with rembetika and 
folk Greek music by the band “To Sinergio” as well as 
two raffle tickets in the draw at the end of the evening.  
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EXPATCAT    by Vasilakis # 1

The Mayor had a very productive trip to Athens 
last month. His first meeting was with the Ambassador 
of Austria and they discussed the possibility of the 
State of Austria contributing towards this year’s 
Symi Festival (a list of possible 
events has already been drawn up 
to choose from). At a dinner at the 
Ambassador’s residence, the Mayor had the chance to 
meet the Ambassadors of Norway and Canada.

The next day, the Mayor met with the Junior 
Minster of Mercantile Marine, Aegean and Island 
Policies, Mr. Kammenos, and informed him about 
the work in progress regarding the desalination plants 
that were given by the Ministry. The Mayor asked the 
Minister for the subsidy of one extra return boat service 
between Symi and Rhodes with the boat “Proteus” as 
the transportation of vehicles is always a problem for 
the island. He told Mr Kammenos that Symi is the 
most unfairly treated island by the Ministry when it 
comes to boat services.

 A committee formed by Mr Kalodoukas and Mr. 
Hatzipetros and the Mayor, visited the headquarters 
of the Real Estate Registry as well as the Ministry 
of Finance to raise the issue of private property on 
Symi being disputed by the State. The committee has 
instructed two well-known law firms in Athens to take 
the matter forward. Everyone affected should contact 

22460 72444. 
The Mayor also visited the 

Hellenic Parliament and had a quick 
chat with its President Mr Sioufas, 

the President of SYRIZA (left-wing political party), 
Mr Alavanos, and Mr Geitonas MP for the main 
opposition socialist party PASOK. He also met the 
ex-finance Minister Mr Alogoskoufis and asked his 
help securing funding for building the football ground 
in Pedi and the re-opening of a lottery shop on Symi. 

Finally, Mr Papakalodoukas, together with the 
contractor of the marina in Pedi, visited EOT (Greek 
Tourist Board) and asked for the acceleration of 
payments for work already completed (EOT should 
pay €500,000). The EOT officials assured the Mayor 
that the matter will be dealt with quickly so that work 
can re-start.

Walking in Rethymno Town 
in Crete a few days ago, I noticed 
a few things that the Municipality 
may find interesting and worth considering. The whole of Rethymno 
is primarily a tourist area and its biggest problem seems to be traffic 
congestion especially in the Old Town where the roads are narrow, like 
ours in the inner streets of Yialos and Horio. 

What I first noticed were the pavements that have been widened and 
that the direction of vehicles, when allowed, is only one way. All vehicles 
without exception (including delivery vehicles) are only allowed during 
certain hours in the early morning and early afternoon. 

Walking one morning, I saw about 10 bicycles parked outside a bank 
and anybody could use one of them for free. I thought we could do 
something similar in Symi, and I called the Mayor and told him about it. 
Would it be possible for the banks on Symi to do the same? Or maybe 
business owners in general, e.g. super markets, restaurants, etc.. 10 
bicycles with the business logo outside a bank or a shop would be a 
moving advertisement for the business but also a contribution towards 
solving the traffic problem. 

Let’s think about it and discuss it. Maybe, if people are willing, there 
will be good results. 
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Mayor's trip to Athens Maybe we can as well

by Dimitris Chrysochoos

by Dimitris Chrysochoos
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