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Symi leads the
way in Europe!
Five years ago, Symi’s Municipal Authority made a
promise, and this month, that promise has been kept:
Symi now has its own wind turbine on Vigla. DEYAS
(the water company of Symi) will now be able to produce
its own water in less than a month’s time.
The editors of The News of Symi are obliged to thank the
Mayor, Mr Lefteris Papakalodoukas, the President of the
Council, Mr Sokratis Maroulis and Eleni Kritikou whose
belief in the necessity of the project made it a reality. We
also thank the Ministers of Development and of Aegean
and Island Policy, the head of the District Authority, Mr
Christos Kokkinos, the current and previous board of
DEYAS, Mr Sotiris Nikolaou, the workers involved and
everyone who helped with this project.
The method chosen to produce high quality drinking
water, to cover in part the water supply needs for the
people of Symi, was desalination using a hybrid system
of evaporation with re-condensation of vapour (MVCVT) together with the wind turbine.
As Mr Panayiotis Giannoutsos, the engineer
responsible for the project, told The News of Symi, the
many benefits of this system to Symi are clear. By using
a dedicated wind turbine producing around 3,500 KWh
of electricty from free and renewable wind power, 96,000
cubic metres of drinkable water can be produced annually
from the sea around Symi with no burden to the electrical
network, no use of chemicals, and no pollution or other
waste.
The turbine and desalination equipment is very
economical with low production costs (depreciation
of the capital investment is achieved in much less than
five years), minimal maintenance costs (supervision
and adjustments can mostly be made remotely), and an
expected life span of 20 years. The cost of transporting
drinkable water to Symi has been subsidised by the
Ministry of the Aegean at a current price of €4.5 per
cubic metre with consumers paying €1.4.
Continued on page 3 »

“It‘s unacceptable
and illegal”
Dodecanese leader’s anger over Symi’s webcams
by DIMITRIS CHRYSOCHOOS
“It ‘s unacceptable and illegal. They should be removed at
once”. This was the reaction by the leader of the Dodecanese
Council, Mr Giannis Mahairidis, when he was informed that
in Yialos there are cameras that broadcast, via the internet, the
movements of unsuspected citizens 24 hours-a-day.
The News of Symi has covered this issue in the past, with
little concern shown by the authorities, as if nothing untoward
was happening. We have been informed that some days ago
a special authority removed a number of cameras from one
business under the orders of the Public Prosecutor. However
today, similar cameras continue operating in different parts
of the harbour, compromising each and everyone of us who
do not wish our movements being broadcast online. If the

cameras belonged to a state body (which is something we
are against too) we could at least understand, but when they
belong to a private individual, this is strictly forbidden.
Every citizen is allowed to position a camera in order to
protect their business and only that, but they are obliged to
display a clearly visible notice saying that this is happeneing,
and not to record the movement of citizens at any distance away
from the business. Some may regard the existence of cameras
as an “attraction”, but this is not how things are in Greece.
The freedom of citizens’ movement should be protected by all
means as long as this does not cause any problems.
Let us hope that the authorities will take notice now, without
waiting for the matter to develop further, or to have unpleasant
consequences.
Further reports on page 5»
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Editorial
It has been an eventful past month on Symi.
For those of a practical or environmental bent,
perhaps the most important news is the arrival on Symi
of the wind turbine that, unique in Europe let alone
Symi, will power the new desalination plant in Pedi
(page 3), a step towards the island’s self-sufficiency
in water supply. For the more political here, the visit
of popular local MP Aristotelis Pavlidis (page 5) was,
if not necessarily more newsworthy, then excusably
more exciting. At the centre of a political scandal that
has threatened the survival of the Government, Mr
Pavlidis’s decision to attend the 8th May celebrations
caused consternation in Athens, resulting in the quite
farcical decision to send an abundance of dignatories
to upstage him at the wreath-laying ceremony at the
war memorial.

Koukoumas: An Ancient Symi Custom
BY IRINI GAZI
Koukoumas is one of the most beautiful customs of Symi and is related to the ancient custom of Klidonas. In older days,
it took place in every neighborhood. The lady of the house who was responsible for Koukoumas gives a “xisti” (Venetian
vase) to seven young girls the night before and they are instructed to bring the “silent water” (called that because they had
to be silent while bringing it) from seven houses that must each be home to a girl called Irini. Inside the xisti, each girl then
puts a ring, and the xisti is then covered with a red
Photos by SymiGreece.com scarf and a key is placed on top. They then take it
outside to the front of the house and leave it under
the stars for the night.
The next day, after the church service, the girls
prepare some sweets and a very salty pie which
they have to knead and bake while their hands are
kept behind their backs. The flour must be sifted
the day before by a firstborn girl who has both
parents still alive.
The girls sit around a big “sini” (metal dish), put
the xisti in the middle, remove the red scarf with the
key and put freshly chopped basil and flowers inside
the xisti and spoons around the sini. Accompanied
by musicians, the girls start to sing rhythmically for
some time repeating the Koukoumas song praising
their loved ones. Afterwards, a girl below the age
of 18 with both parents still living takes the rings
from the water one by one and gives them to the
girls they belonged to. While giving each ring, she
tells its owner a man’s name
The celebration continues with music and
dancing with the young men of the neighbourhood
invited
At the end of Koukoumas, the lady in charge
P.O. Box 41, Symi 85600, Dodecanese, Greece
hands out the salty pie to the girls to eat. As the
T 0030 2246072363 • E news@symigreece.com
pie is very salty, the girls will dream that night
about going to a house to ask for water to drink. If
www.SymiGreece.com
the house in a girl’s dream has an unmarried man
with the same name as the one the girl was told
Produced by SymiGreece.com
at Koukoumas, he will be destined to become her
future husband.
Published by
The custom of Koukoumas has been revived
The Municipal Cultural Centre of Symi (MCCS)
on Symi and plays out every year on 2 May at the
yard of Agios Athanasios in Horio, where women
Publisher El. Papakalodoukas
spectators are also invited to put their rings inside
the xisti. For more photos and videos of this year’s
Editors Christos Byron, Will Sawyer
festivities, visit:
www.SymiGreece.com/koukoumas09.htm
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The story that has occupied people the most,
though, is the descent upon the island of a team of
investigators under the order of a Public Prosecutor,
and the removal of web cameras and other electronic
equipment (page 4). With little information released,
the rumour and gossip reached fever pitch within
days prompting the Mayor to issue a statement to the
media in an attempt to inject some calming sanity
into the affair.
The issue of web cameras on Symi, has once
more been brought to the fore. Visiting Symi a week
into the affair, the Leader of the Dodecanese Island
Council, Mr Giannis Mahairidis, was outraged that
not all of the cameras monitoring the harbour had been
removed, being particularly troubled by a couple that
transmit their images online (page 1). That these are
illegal in Greece is not in doubt, and it is the second
time in just six months that The News of Symi has felt
obliged to report about them. The common response
from visitors is that they feel that these cameras do
no harm, and may even serve to promote Symi, yet
we have still to find a single person among the local
population who supports them, with outright hostility
the norm. In Greece, electronic surveillance by the
State, business, or private individual is mistrusted and
hated with their use subject to very strict laws and the
few cameras that do exist are regualrly vandalised.
Some resolution on the matter in Symi should be
sought without further delay.
On a more personal note, the first two issues of
The News of Symi in English were a great success and
we have now expanded to cover eight pages, rather
than four, enabling us to report more of the important
news stories. We do hope you find the newspaper a
good informative read, and encourage you to send
in a letter or email discussing particular items, Symi
in general, or suggestions on how to improve the
newspaper. With the summer tourist season well and
truly begun, we wish all visitors to Symi a pleasant
stay. If this small newspaper can make your visit even
a little better, then we can be satisfied of a job well
done.

Symi Municipal Radio
102.1 FM and online
www.anes.gr
Read THE NEWS of Symi
online and in colour from
the SymiGreece website
www.SymiGreece.com
the website of Symi’s Municipality
www.symi.gr
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From Panormitis toVigla: the
journey of a wind turbine
by CHRISTOS BYRON
On 15th May, the largest land vehicle ever to move on
Symi’s roads, a crane, arrived at Panormitis. It made its
way slowly and carefully across the island to the top of
Vigla where it was set-up in advance of the imminent
arrival of the pieces of the wind turbine that will power
Symi’s new desalination plant.
These pieces were taken along the same route by lorry

and made a truly remarkable sight negotiating the many
twists and turns up the hillside. On arrival, the crane lifted
them up and the wind turbine was soon completed.
The whole difficult job, starting with the arrival of
the crane had taken no more than a week and the wind
turbine will be supplying clean electricity to the working
desalination plant in Pedi in a month’s time.

Drinking water from
wind power: Symi
leads the way in Europe
« Continued from page 1
By requiring close to 100,000 fewer cubic metres
(approximately 50%) to be transported annually, the public purse
is expected to save around 420,000 euros per year.
The project was approved after a study of the environmental
consequences to Symi, the licence to install the equipment was
issued, and the civil and electrical engineering work required to
install the equipment was put out to open tender. The equipment
itself was constructed and imported from Germany.
The turbine will suppply the electricity it generates using
aerial cables on wooden pylons, the salt water will be pumped
from a source close to the desalination plant where it will be
processed almost entirely inside a single steel container with the
clean water that is produced stored in existing tanks belonging
to the Municipality. The area surrounding the desalination
plant has been arranged according to the specifications of the
Archeologia.
The desalination plant will produce high quality water by
mimicking the natural process of water purification without
using filters or chemicals. The salt water is evaporated and recondensed, then enriched with the necessary elements according
to the demands of the law when it comes to drinking water.
The water produced from the new unit on Symi will be to
the same standard as bottled mineral water and its quality will
remain constant irrespective of how long it is stored. The wind
turbine will supply all of its power to the desalination plant,
though should the need for drinking water exceed what can be
produced because of low wind speed, the plant will, as a backup, be able to access Symi’s electrical network.
With the Municipal Authority of Symi investing in this
technology, they have offered its citizens and visitors the highest
quality water without burdening the environment. In this small
island at the edge of Greece, we have from today a showpiece to
be proud of, unique in the whole of the Mediterranean.
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Mayor's successful trip to Datca
ends in anger on Symi
by Dimitris Chrysochoos
The Mayor of Symi took part in the opening of a new yacht club
in Datca harbour in Turkey last month together with representatives
of Symi’s Cultural Centre, the Municipal Police, and the tourist
industry on Symi.
The Greek delegation was invited by the owners of Knidos
Yachting Travel, a travel agent from the neighbouring town which
is responsible for the yachts and holiday boats that visit Symi and
some other Greek islands. and who created the modern Datca Yacht
Club. All the local officials and representatives of Datca were
present at the ceremony which was hosted in a very friendly and
warm atmosphere and began with the Mayors of Datca and Symi
being asked to cut the opening ribbon together.
There followed an enjoyable and spirited evening of dancing
with one of the more memorable moments being when Vasilis
Mavrolias from Symi played Greek music on his bouzouki, enticing
many in the crowd to get up and dance.
The event was more proof of how much Symi and Datca have
become good neighbours, and of the excellent tourist collaboration
between the two places. The Turkish hospitality was impeccable,
not only during the opening ceremony and later on at a town hotel,
but also right through to the following morning when the Symi
delegation started the return journey. This relatively short journey
proved to be very eventful indeed!
As the boat bringing the Symi delegation was approaching
Yialos, the Symi Port Police drew alongside and, accompanied
by a man with a dog, boarded the boat. In plain sight, they then
demanded to search everyone’s luggage, As we were told, they had
received a tip-off that one of the passengers was transporting illegal
substances to Symi.

Beautiful in the
Day, Ugly at Night
by Dimitris Chrysochoos

After the checks were completed and nothing, of course, had
been found, the Mayor protested strongly to the chief of the Symi
Port Police that the checks had not been carried out in a discrete
manner, as is usual practice in ports such as Symi. News of this
incident spread quickly and by the evening of the same day it was
already possible to find stories online that bore little relation to
what had actually occured.
The Mayor of Symi, clearly upset about what had happened,
complained verbally and in writing to the relevant authorities and
also to the media, pointing out that checking of suspected boats is
vital, but not in the way that it had happened, saying that it had been
an insult to all those involved. If this was how things had remained,
the incident would have gone no further.
However, a few days later, a team of public servants arrived on
Symi by order of a Public Prosecutor and proceeded to check the
business of one resident of Symi, seizing computers and a total of
seven cameras, one of which, according to information we received,
had the capacity to monitor part of the harbour.
From that moment, the rumour and gossip went wild! Every
person asked has his/her own version of events, while the media have
written about a businessman and a public servant being involved in
the trafficking of illegal immigrants. These articles have been full of
inaccuracies which have caused considerable anxiety on Symi, and
there has been nothing said so far to relieve this. We have been told
that at the moment, the whole case is with the Public Prosecutor and
that we must wait for the outcome of their investigation.
At the same time, the businessman who has being vilified said
to The News of Symi that he is well aware of his legal rights and of
possible actions that he may take himself.

5th Greek Conference of
Voluntary Blood Donation
by CHRISTOS BYRON
At the conference hall of the Opera House hotel, about 200
delegates from all over Greece as well as many other guests
watched the opening of the conference which took place between
15-17 May.
After an hour’s delay because of late arrivals, the opening
ceremony started with the traditional blessing by the Metropolitan
of Symi, Mr Chrisostomos, followed by welcoming speeches by a
number of distinguished guests including the General Secretary of
the Ministry of Health (representing the Government), the leader
of the Dodecanese Council, the Mayor of Symi, MPs representing
the political parties ,and leaders of several public and private
associations.
The formal opening of the conference was followed by a
reception hosted by the Municipality of Symi where the dance
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groups of Irini Milonaki and the Women’s Assotiation of Symi
provided the entertainment for the evening, displaying a variety of
Symiot and other dances. Everyone had a fun time and dancing and
singing went on until the early hours.
It should be noted that this conference is the first to take place
on Symi with this number of guests participating. The hall of the
Opera House and the hospitality from the personel throughout the
conference proved that Symi has the capacity to host events as large
as this. If the management of the hotel succeeds in installing the
required specialist equipment, then we can be assured that even
international conferences could take place on Symi.
Our congratulations go to the organisers, the sponsors, and the
management of the hotel.

The constant remarks we have been receiving
about orderliness on Symi, especially during
the months of the tourist season, give us the
opportunity to come back to the subject.
Symi has put its trust in the Municipal
Police but unfortunately, the situation remains
unchanged and, on most occasions, it is not
their fault. The two employees of the authority
are municipal employees and have the same
rights as all the other Municipal workers
(weekends off, 8-hour days, annual leave,
etc.).
We notice that in the morning when the
Municipal policemen are on duty, there has
been a good improvement in how the harbour
looks, but when their shift ends (in the
afternoon/evening) the situation is completely
different. Vehicles of all types park wherever
they want as if there are no overnight visitors
on the island and all that matters are the daytrippers. The same can be seen in Horio as
well as in any other built-up area on the island.
And of course these are not the only problems,
there are others that need to be solved.
The two Municipal policemen told us that
they are not in a position to patrol the island on
a 24-hour basis, they just do all they can and
within the boundaries of the law. We asked if
it would be possible to also have an afternoon
shift, that is for one employee to work in the
morning and the other from the afternoon until
the evening. They informed us that they have
to carry out their duties in pairs.
They also told us that policing during the
afternoon and evening hours will be in place
from July when the Symi police station will be
boosted by people from the Police Academy
so that one Municipal policeman together with
someone from the police station would be able
to patrol. We have no reason to not believe
their assurances. Despite the current situation,
we have the patience to wait until July.
However, the Municipal authority should
keep an eye on how this service is being run
and if the conclusion is that any unsatisfactory
policing is due to lack of personnel, they
should press for the employment of more
people, as Symi is not just Yialos and there
are visitors in the evenings too, not just in the
morning.
We hope in the next editions of The News
of Symi to report on positive results.
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“A camera is showing
you online right now”
by WILL SAWYER
I recently found myself sitting at a harbour-front cafeneion in
the company of some journalists, the Mayor of Symi, and the
Nomarhis of the Dodecanese Islands (the leader of the council
for the whole island group).
Amid the chat about the imminent arrival of Mr. Pavlidis on
Symi and the following day’s celebrations, the conversation also
included the previous week’s confiscation, by order of a judge,
of numerous cameras displaying regularly updated images of the
harbour as reported in the local and national news. According to
the reports, an investigation is underway into whether these had
been used to spy on the authorities to facilitate the smuggling of
immigrants from Turkey into Symi.
I leaned towards the Mayor and said, “Mayor, where you’re
sitting, a camera is showing you on the internet this very
minute.” I’m not sure that he heard me, but the Nomarhis, Mr
Mahairidis, certainly did and immediately said “Really? Show
me”. We stood up, walked around the table and I pointed up at the
camera. “What does it show?” asked Mr Mahairidis. “It shows
this area where we’re standing upto where the Mayor is sitting,
the road behind us, the boats, and in daylight, you can see all
of the harbour to the clock tower and even beyond that. There’s
another one in Pitini that shows most of the harbour too.” Mr
Mahairidis’s reaction was unequivocal: “It’s unacceptable and
illegal. They should be removed at once!
We walked back to our seats and the ensuing short animated
conversation ended with everyone deciding that they would go
and have a look online to see for themselve what these cameras
were showing.
The Greek version of The News of Symi ran an article about
web-cameras some months ago and it caused quite a stir at the
time, being picked up and published in Rodiaki, the top-selling
Rhodes daily newspaper.
The common reaction from the people of Symi has been that
they don’t like these cameras and have generally been unaware
that they existed at all. From some tourists (mainly from the UK
and other Northern European countries) who frequent online
chat forums about Symi, the reaction has been that they enjoy
the opportunity to see Symi as it is now; giving a feeling of
immediate presence in a place they love and which many revisit annually.
In northern Europe, camera surveillance is commonplace. In
the UK, for example, the sheer number of surveillance cameras
(one for every 12 people, by a recent estimate) is breath-taking
and it has been estimated that someone who commutes into
London for work will have had their image recorded around 400
times each day. Their use (very limited, it must be said) in solving crimes has been generally accepted as a good enough reason
to keep them and arguments against them are mostly ignored
and not generally discussed.
In the light of situations such as this, it is quite difficult for
non-Greeks to understand why Greek people dislike CCTV and
webcams so much and typically the feeling is that Greece overreacts far too much on the issue.
The Greek people, however, have consistently refused to
believe the supposed benefits mentioned by those who have
set up surveillance cameras and hundreds are torn down and
destroyed around the country every year. The invasion of privacy
and the potential misuse of these cameras exercises the Greek
mind, and this is, almost definitely, more deeply sceptical of
government and the organs of state than its Northern European
counterparts.
When next you sit at a cafeneion, bar or restaurant enjoying
the company of your friends, ask yourself whether you would
enjoy it more, or less, if you knew that every sip of your drink
or mouthful of food was being recorded. If, when you arrived,
there were only two tables left, identical in all respects except
that images of one of them were being broadcast online, which
would you sit at?
On the issue of surveillance, Greece has a lot to teach the rest
of the Europe, especially those countries that have already given
up far too much without realising what they have lost. On Symi, in
the light of the recent news about the possible misuse of cameras
and the general public’s anger about them, it will be interesting to
see what will happen to the remaining Symi webcams.
.

Symi in the Spotlight
by CHRISTOS BYRON
For the past few weeks, Symi has been in the centre of
the national news as the ex-government Minister for the
Aegean and Island Policy, Mr Aristotelis Pavlidis (who is
one of the MPs representing the Dodecanese Islands) was
being investigated by a Parliamentary Committee looking
into allegations of blackmail when awarding subsidised
boat services (including the inter-island service awarded
to ANES and the boat Proteas a couple of years ago).
At present the governing New Democracy party has a
majority of only 1 MP and is behind in the polls. Within the
government, many have called on Mr Pavlidis to resign as
an MP for the sake of the party, so leading to his automatic
replacement by somebody less controversial. Mr Pavlidis,
however, has always insisted on his innocence and has
refused to step down.
A few days ago, the Parliamentary Committee concluded
their investigation and announced their findings; that
there was no evidence for Mr Pavlidis to be prosecuted.
In Greece, all MPs have immunity from prosecution and
they can only be prosecuted after a vote in Parliament.
The opposition parties, of course, disagreed with the
committee’s findings, and asked for further investigations
to take place and for Mr Pavlidis to be prosecuted. The
secret vote in Parliament went in favour of the opposition,
but it fell short of an overall majority, meaning no further
investigation will now take place. Before the vote, Mr
Pavlidis spoke in Parliament saying that whatever the
outcome he would be visiting Symi to take part in the
commemorations on the 8th of May of the 64th anniversary
of the signing of the treaty at Catherinettes to hand over
the Dodecanese to the Allies after Word War II, and that he
would not be saying anything else until then. So long as he
remains in the media spotlight, the fragile Government is
having to take extra care in how it manages any attention
generated by Mr Pavlidis and his attendance at a high
profile ceremony was another headache for them.
Mr Pavlidis’s arrival was expected on the eve of 8th
May at about 21:00 on board the Proteas. A number of
politicians had already arrived on Symi including the
elected leader of the Dodecanese Council, Mr Giannis
Mahairidis, together with journalists from the main
national newspapers and TV channels.
As the boat was docking, the Mayor gave his first
interview in front of the cameras, mainly talking
about the latest item of news related to Symi:
the authorities were investigating a network on
Symi that has been allegedly facilitating the
trafficking of illegal immigrants. According to
published reports, a number of cameras from
one business as well as electronic equipment
have been seized under the orders of a Public
Prosecutor as it is believed that the cameras have
been used to monitor the Port Police boats and
inform traffickers when it was “safe” to bring
illegal immigrants to Symi. The Mayor said that
there have been a few exaggerated reports (some

even talking about arrests) and that there is an attempt
by certain sections of the media to discredit Symi. More
details on the issue can be found on page 8.
When Proteas arrived, Mr Pavlidis received a warm
welcome from the crowd (which didn’t just include people
who support his party or those who voted for him) as well
as a fireworks display. Even though Symi is traditionally
a “left-leaning” island, Mr Pavlidis is very much liked
and respected here. He has been elected as a Dodecanese
MP for 33 years in a row and has helped many Symiots
irrespective of which party they support which may go a
long way in explaining why he received about 20,000 votes
at the last general election, the largest number among the
five MPs elected for the constituency.
Some have criticised the Mayor for being present at Mr
Pavlidis’s welcome, but after being informed of his arrival
by Mr Pavlidis himself, he felt it his duty to be present
and said “We don’t attack someone who is on the defense,
whoever that is; if necessary, the clash will take place after
the case has ended”. The press followed Pavlidis and his
entourage around the harbour to his hotel where he had a
drink before being taken out to dinner at a harbour-side
restaurant by the Mayor.
After Mr Pavlidis had stated his intention of coming
to Symi, much of Greece’s media has made fun of the
way that the Government made every effort to prevent
him from representing them or the party in any way at
the 8th May comemmorations. Such a high profile local
politician would normally have laid a wreath at the war
memorial, but in all the capacities he could have done this,
Mr Pavlidis was upstaged with the governing party sending
representatives of the Parliament, the Government (the
Deputy Minister for Mercantile Marine, Aegean and Island
Policy, Mr Panayiotis Kammenos), the national party, and
even the local party. The attention that Mr Pavlidis got
from the media and people was in stark contrast to the way
that those within his own party ignored him.
As well as those sent by the governing party,
representatives of all the other major political parties and
local authorities gathered in front of the war memorial
in the most well-attended ceremony for many years. An
extensive gallery of photos and videos can be found at:
http://www.symigreece.com/8may09.htm
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Ballet and Jazz
The Women’s Association of Symi, known for its
contribution to Symi’s cultural events, has decided to
extend its activities to include types of dance other than
traditional dancing. Understanding the value of ballet and
jazz dancing for the harmonious development of the body
(and also the soul) it is offering lessons in small groups
of 8-10 people including classes for adults. Ballet and
jazz classes for all ages started on the 15th of February
with Rhiannon Wheeler as the teacher. The classes will
continue until the end of June where there will be a pause
for the summer holidays. Registration for the new year
will commence on the 1st of September.
(Governing Board, Women’s Association of Symi)

Betting Shop
Residents of Symi had to wait four years without a betting
shop until OPAP (the betting company) managed at last
to issue the eagerly awaited license. In the next few days
the necessary work will be completed and immediately
afterwards the fans of betting games will have the
opportunity to try their luck on Symi rather than on Rhodes.
Good luck and... with moderation.

Day of Cleaning
30th of May has been designated as a day of cleaning
for Symi and everyone is invited to take part in the effort
for a cleaner island. Responsible for the initiative are Mr
Panormitis Moskiou, a council member and the president
of DEYAS (water company) and Ms Wendy Wilcox, owner
of the tourist agency Symi Visitor Accommodation. Those
interested in participating will meet in Syllogos square
in Horio at 13:30. In the evening, drinks will be offered
and there will be music and dancing at the same square.
To register your participation, please call 22460 70005
between 18:00 and 21:00.

Yacht Spotting on Symi
by WILL SAWYER
Among the many visitors that Symi gets each year are
some of the most beautiful yachts in the World. With several
arriving each week during the peak tourist months and with
Symi providing the perfect backdrop for them, much chatter
and many envious glances result, as well as the constant whirr
of camera shutters.
Unfortunately, only a very few people from Symi ever get
to go onboard one of them and so the luxurious, and often
ourageous, interiors of these boats are left to the imagination.
At the end of the 2008 tourist season, photographs of these
yachts in Symi, as well as photographs of what they look like
inside, began appearing on the Symi Yacht Spot website at:

Exhibition in Horio
A new exhibition by local artists is opening on the 19th
of June at the Symi Dream gallery. The exhibition is open
daily during normal business hours and entrance is free.

Deutsche Welle on Symi
Foreign residents and tourists in Symi can now listen
to Deutsche Welle every day between 15:30 and 17:30
on SYMI FM 107.8. The broadcast includes two news
bulletins at 16:00 and 17:00 in both English and German.

At Last
The brand-new ambulance donated by Mr Goulandris
and Ms Stai has finally arrived. The vehicle is ultra-modern,
fully equipped and meets all the technical specifications for
getting about on Symi. Once again, endless bureaucracy
delayed its acquisition by almost two years, treating it as if
it were a vehicle of very low importance. Fortunately, the
vehicle is now here to serve the people of Symi.
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www.SymiGreece.com/yacht.htm together with statistics,
comprehensive descriptions and histories. As the first
question occuring to many people is “I wonder how much
that’s worth?” the site also tries to find this out too. Over the
2009 season, as many as possible of the large yachts that visit
Symi will earn a page on the Symi Yacht Spot, often within a
day of their arrival, so if you want to learn more about them,
do pay the site a visit.
That Symi attracts these boats in such numbers is a
testament to the island’s beauty and value as a high-end
destination, and with the Symi Yacht Spot publicising this
online, we hope that more will be encouraged to call in to the
most beautiful harbour in all of Greece.
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Ferry News: Aegli To Return
The boat Proteus will stop its service for its annual maintenance
between Monday 25 May and Saturday 6 June. As announced
by ANES, the boat Symi II will add extra itineraries during that
period which can be found in the official timetable published
below.
According to information given to The News of Symi from
ANES, the hydrofoil Aegli is expected to resume service from
Tuesday 16 June. The timetable will be announced in the next
few days.

ANES have also announced a program of summer cruises
every Saturday and Sunday. Specifically, the Symi II will be
going to Datca in Turkey every Saturday at 11:30 from Symi
returning from Datca at 16:00. The return ticket costs €20.
On Sundays, the Proteas will be going to Tilos and Nisyros
leaving Symi at 10:50 and returning from Nisyros at 17:40
and from Tilos at 19:05. The cruise to Tilos costs €15.70 and
to Nisyros €21.20.

USEFUL
NUMBERS
PUBLIC SERVICES
MUNICIPALITY
CULTURAL CENTRE
CITIZENS’ ADVICE
WATER COMPANY (DEYAS)
SOCIAL SERVICES
POLICE 		
PORT AUTHORITY
CUSTOMS HOUSE
ELECTRICITY COMPANY
PHONE COMPANY (ΟΤΕ)
POST OFFICE

2246370110
2246360413
2246360400
2246070005
2246360419
2246071111
2246071205
2246071429
2246071338
2246071212
2246071315

DOCTOR’S CLINICS
YIALOS
HORIO

2246071290
2246071316

DENTISTS
VOLONAKIS H.
TSAVARIS V.

2246071272
2246072050

PHARMACY
TSAVARIS Y.

2246071888

BANKS
NATIONAL
ALPHA
DODEKANISOS

2246072294
2246071085
2246071332

TRAVEL AGENTS
ANES
KALODOUKAS
SYMI TOURS

2246071100
2246071077
2246071307

TAXIS
STAMATIS
GIORGOS
KOSTAS
THANASIS
THODOROS
KOSTANTINOS

6945226348
6974623492
6945252308
6946568731
6945531676
6944105596
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QUIZZES by SIMOS #3

Solutions will be in the next edition of The News of Symi. If you
can’t wait, they are available online now at SymiGreece.com
DITLOIDS
A ditloid is a mixture of letters and numbers. A letter represent a word beginning with that letter. So,
for example, the ditloid “8 L on a S” has the solution “8 Legs on a Spider”. They start easy and get
progressively more fiendish. You can write your answers in the space provided. Enjoy!
1. 7 DS
2. 6 S on a C
3. 14 D in a F
4. OPOE 2
5. 24 L in the GA
6. 37 DC, NHBT
7. 0 in a PV
8. 2390 K from A to L
9. 36525 D in the TC
10. SL 16 (CB)

NAGGAGRAM

A A A
R M R
T

I

G

How many words of 4 or more letters can you find from
these 9 letters? Each letter can be used once without
plurals ending in s or names of people or places. Every
word must contain the letter in the centre and be allowable
in Scrabble. There is one 9-letter word to discover.

Good: 5-9 words V. Good: 10-11 words Excellent: 12 words or more
PEOPLE SPOTTING
Do you know who these famous people are?

Solutions #2 Ditloids: 27 Countries in the European Union, 10 Years in a Decade, 12 Disciples of Jesus, 20 Fingers and Toes, 6 Wives of Henry the Eighth, 50 Ways to Leave Your Lover (Paul Simon), 42 Dots on a Pair of Dice, 9
Olympic Gold Medals for Carl Lewis, 720 Hours in April, There is Nothing Like a Dame, Nothing in the World (South Pacific). NAGGAGRAM: wallpaper, apparel, rappel paleal lapper appear appall palpal paella earlap appeal, pearl
parle papaw paler lapel appel pepla pawer paper papal palea apple appal, wrap warp repp plew pear pawl para palp pale leap aper reap rape prep plea peal pare papa pall. PEOPLE SPOTTING: John Lennon, Reginald Hercules Dwight
(aka Elton John).
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FAROS Vet Clinic: 6-10 July

0030 6945821782
www.SymiGreece.com

The 5th FAROS vet clinic will take place between
6-10 July 2009. Once again the clinic will operate in
collaboration with the Department of Vetenerary Medicine
at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. All the details
of the 5th FAROS vet clinic, including location, opening
hours, etc. will be announced in the June edition of The
News of Symi.

Symi Art Exhibition
The 1st Symi art competition for Symi’s school-children
has been concluded with great success. The competition
was run by FAROS and had the protection and care of
Symi’s animals as its subject. All competition entries will
be presented in an art exhibition that FAROS is organising
at the Grand Hall and Veranda of the Nautical Museum in
Yialos on Saturday 27 June 2009 with free entrance for
everyone. After suitable appreciation, the awarded pieces
will be included into a Symi Calendar for 2010 that will be
published by FAROS. More details will appear in the June
edition of The News of Symi.

No More Snatch and Grab
FAROS is pleased to announce that following the article
published in the April edition of The News of Symi
criticising the unpopular snatching of cats from Symi’s
streets to be neutered and the unacceptable standards
at their annual mass-neutering clinics, that SAW have
decided to cancel these from now on. We look forward to
seeing SAW involving themselves and bringing animals to
FAROS clinics, starting with the next one in July.
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Finding homes for
animals on Symi
by Christos Byron
Occasionally, FAROS is approached by someone whose cat
has had kittens or whose dog has had puppies, and asked if
we can help find homes for them. We are also approached by
people who are looking to give animals a home. To help as
many people as possible, we are launching the “FAROS list”,
a central list of people on Symi who have animals that need a
home, and a matching list of those who can provide a home.
The operation of the list is simple, all you need do is
contact FAROS by email (faros@symigreece.com), phone
(6945821782), by coming to one of the FAROS clinics, or
by asking somebody to contact us on your behalf. If you are
looking to give a home to an animal, we will check if anyone
is currently on the list who is seeking to rehome one, or if an
animal is due to be avaiable soon. If we can’t help immediately,
we will put your name on the list and contact you as soon as
an animal becomes available. If you have animals you want
to rehome immediately, or if your cat or dog is pregnant and
you are expecting to be looking for homes for the kittens or
puppies, please call us as early as you can. We will put up
regular appeals in The News of Symi (see list on the right)
and you can also view the full list online at www.symigreece.
com/faroslist.htm at any time. FAROS does not encourage
rehousing of animals away from Symi, and definitely does not
support exporting them to foreign countries.
Please inform as many people as you can that FAROS
is now providing this service so it can be more successful at
finding homes for animals on Symi.

THE FAROS LIST
Homes Wanted
Dogs: We are looking for a home for a pair of small female
dogs whose owner works long hours and doesn’t have the
time to take them for the walks they deserve. They are a
lovable and friendly pair, about 5 years old, very pretty,
neutered, and very good with children. If you think you
can offer them a home on Symi, please contact us.
Cats: Please contact us if you have cats or kittens that you
need to find homes for.

Animals Wanted
Dogs: Please contact us if you are able to give a dog or
puppy a home.
Cats: A lady whose old cat has recently died is looking for
one or two friendly cats or kittens to live with her.

Extreme Weddings come to Symi
by Giorgos ZAHARIADIS

Photo by Melinda Hennessy

EXPATCAT

by Vasilakis

More ExPatCat at: www.SymiGreece.com/expatcat.htm

It is estimated that about 600 foreign couples are
married each year on Rhodes alone. They usually prefer the
courtyard of picteresque monasteries or beaches, but also
the surrounding islands such as Symi. A week ago, Colin
Parker from England and his partmer Karen Beeman were
married in front of the Clock Tower in Symi harbour in the
presence of the Mayor of Symi. “We will never forget that
moment”,said the red-headed Ms Beeman who, wearing a
red wedding dress, had walked along the stone pavements
of Yialos behind a Symiot musician while the boats beeped
their horns.
Many foreigners also come to Greece each year looking
for “something different”, a so-called “extreme wedding”.
Ms Beverly Morris-Kafetzi has been married to a Rhodian
man for the past 20 years and manages a Rhodes-based
agency specialising in weddings like this. Couples can
choose to arrive by parachute, on donkey or horseback, by

fast boat James Bond-style, or by bicycle. If they can afford
it, they can even hire a small plane and the pilot will drop
rose petals and rice on top of the wedding guests. Such
weddings cost between €700 and €10,000 which is a lot
cheaper compared to a similar wedding in the UK which
would cost around £20,000.
It is now customary for the couple to follow local
traditions such as being accompanied by local musicians
or even to try Greek dancing during the wedding reception.
Until now, no weddings between same-sex couples have
taken place but, as Ms Morris-Kafetzi says, “if such
weddings were considered legal, then you could rest
assured that couples from countries such as England would
stream into Greece to get married in an “extreme” manner.
An extended version of this article was published in
TA NEA newspaper on 23 May
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