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Symi Festival:
Looking Back
BY CHRISTOS BYRON christos@symigreece.com
Another Symi Festival has ended, with beautiful performances that kept people entertained during the whole
of the month of August. The official premiere on the 1st of
August was a concert by Eleni Tsaligopoulou who, together
with the composer Giorgos Andreou and the bouzouki
player Manolis Karantinis, presented a programme with
folk, popular and traditional music. The concert was less
high-profile and more business-like compared with other
premieres, with Tsaligopoulou singing along with the
audience, walking among them or sitting on the edge of
the stage, and with subdued lighting and less volume from
the speakers.
There were many concerts this year. Christos Dantis
excited young and old people alike with his familiar rock
sounds in one of the best concerts of this summer. Kaiti
Garbi was worshipped from a packed square in Yialos that
hadn’t been so crowded in years, though at the end of the
concert many were displeased that it had only lasted an
hour and a half, leaving some wondering whether such
a short concert was worth the amount of money that had
been spent.
The concert of Giannis Mathes attracted many children
(especially young primary school children), but otherwise
the number of spectators was less than expected. Maybe
this also had to do with the extremely loud speakers that
often made watching the concert painful, not only in the
square but also in the surrounding bars and restaurants
where many were complaining. As we later found out, the
volume level had been demanded by the singer himself
and, with hindsight, it was maybe something that should
have been refused. The speakers were also just as loud
during the concert of the band of Kostantinos Matsikas
with “Back to Basics” playing mainly rock and heavy
metal. Especially when the band’s female singers were on
stage, many were wondering whether it was the quality of
their voices or the distortion of the sound by the speakers
that made it sound so bad.
Continued on page 3»

General Election 09:
Choose Wisely!
Greece goes to the polls on the 4th of October
BY DIMITRIS CHRYSOCHOOS chrysochoosd@yahoo.gr CHRISTOS BYRON christos@symigreece.com
It’s election time in Greece after the Government called a
snap general election for the 4th of October, just two years into
it’s second term in office, claiming it needs a fresh mandate
to tackle the current economy situation (with a hint by the PM
himself a few days ago for the need for new taxes), though
the real reason seems to have been the upcoming election (by
the MPs) in a few months time of a new President with the
governing right-wing ND party having insufficient votes to
avoid an automatic (according to the constitution) general
election.
According to the last opinion polls published a few days ago
(the current election law, forbids opinion polls to be published
within a fortnight of the election), the socialist opposition

PASOK is predicted to get around 42% and win by a good
margin (the difference between the two parties is predicted to
be as high as 7%) and if this happens it may well gain a small
majority by 2-3 MPs in the new Parliament (of 300 MPs).
Whether PASOK gains an overall majority or not seems to be
the main interest for the upcoming election night. The third
party, according to the polls, will be the Communists with
about 8.5% of the vote with the right-of-ND LAOS coming
fourth with 6% and the left-wing SYRIZA fifth with 4%.
When it comes to electing MPs, citizens voting in the
Dodecanese Prefecture will choose their preferred party and
then put up to “two crosses” next to their chosen candidates.
Continued on page 5»
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Super-yacht "A" comes to Symi in style!
by WILL SAWYER will@symigreece.com
Symi always has its fair share of yachts visiting in the
Summer, but rarely does it pay host to one like A (according
to some sources, A’s owner, the fabulously wealthy
Belarus-born energy and banking businessman Andrey
Melnichenko, named the yacht after his wife, Alexandra).
Although it is a rather small name for a rather large
boat (the twelth longest private yacht in the World, and the
largest, I think, that has ever visited Symi, coming in at just
a few metres longer than Roman Abramovich’s Pelorus),
the extraordinary name seems perfect, as nothing about A
is even remotely ordinary, with some calling it a sign of
Russian wealth gone wild.
The French designer Phillipe Starck, well known for
his interior design, as well as for mass produced consumer

goods like toothbrushes and chairs, is responsible for both
the exterior and interior design of A, and has delivered a
slap in the face to a yachting industry well known for its
conservativism.
The outward appearance splits opinion like no other
yacht I know of, with the possible exception of the garish
Jeff-Koons-designed Guilty, which has also visited Symi.
Some say A looks like a submarine, and some even go so
far as to say it was converted from one, but A was built
from new by the German company Blohm & Voss, creators
of the battleship Bismarck, pride of the German fleet during
World War II, at their shipyard in Kiel in 2008. There are no
available pictures to show us what A looks like inside, with
only rumours mentioning cream-coloured leather, stainless
steel, movable interior walls, two swimming pools, a
hovercraft, two speedboats, a garage for a car, and
Mr Melnichenko’s oversized rotating bed at the
top of A’s central tower with all-round panoramic
views.
Yacht gossip says that A came with a price tag
P.O. Box 41, Symi 85600, Dodecanese, Greece
around
£200,000,000 making it, metre for metre,
T 0030 2246072363 • E news@symigreece.com
the most expensive yacht in the World, though Mr
www.SymiGreece.com
Melnichenko, with a reputed wealth of around £5
billion isn’t exactly short of a bob or six.
Produced by SymiGreece.com
A crew of around 45 attend the 118 metre-long
A as it travels the seas… all 5,500 tons of it. At a
Published by
cruising speed of 19.5 knots, it can cover a distance
of 6,500 nautical miles on a single 750,000 litre
The Municipal Cultural Centre of Symi (MCCS)
tankful of diesel, enough to take it most places in
the World.
Publisher El. Papakalodoukas
Symi has seen fewer of the so-called Superyachts
Editors Christos Byron, Will Sawyer
and Megayachts this Summer than last, but A’s
visit makes up for it and it’s day in Symi will be
Printing BEST DESIGN
remembered for a long time.
You can follow Symi’s Yachting Season
Annual Subscriptions
by visiting the Symi Yacht Spot at http://www.
Within Greece €12 • Rest of the World €35
symigreece.com/yacht.htm
National Bank of Greece 832/296000-16
To subscribe, please make a deposit to MCCS and fax the bank
receipt to H. Maravelias on 00302246071386
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The highlight of Symi’s Summer is once
again over; the 15th Symi Festival is complete
(review on page 3). As in other years, it had its
high and low points, with brilliant performances,
good performances, and just a very few that
maybe could have been a deal better. The scope
and breadth of the Festival this year was wider
than before due to the hard work of the Festival
Organising Committee under the leadership of
Giorgios Papakalodoukas. We think they have
done a fine job with financial constraints that have
been more difficult than in previous years. The
vision of Giannis Diakogiannis remains intact and
goes forward and we look forward to the 16th Symi
Festival next Summer.
With a (maybe not that surprising,
really - see page 1) Greek General election called
next month, much of the discussion on Symi is
now centring on national and local politics, with
many changes expected. The News of Symi will
be following the election very closely, especially
the fortunes of those MPs who have been friends
of Symi in the past, and will report and analyse the
results fully in next month’s edition.
We also wish a very happy 30th birthday
this month to ANES, the shipping company of
Symi. It is undeniable that without them, Symi’s
status as a popular tourist destination would not
have developed anywhere near as quickly as it
did.
The Editors of both the Greek and English
editions of this newspaper are also pleased to
announce that we received a record 3,300 downloads
of the electronic version of last month’s edition
from http://www.symigreece.com/newsofsymi.htm
giving a total estimated readership of over 5,500.
Here’s to the future!
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Looking back at the 15th Symi Festival
« Continued from page 1
The group Domenica played Greek rock music and
entertained the (unfortunately) few spectators at their second
appearance at the Symi Festival.
The last big concert was
by Mary Linda who excited
Mary Linda
young and old alike with her
songs and her performance.
Many from the audience
got up and danced, asking
for old, favourite songs.
However, the concert may
be remembered more for
the complaints by Ms
Linda herself on stage
about the quality of the
sound. It is true that there
was one microphone that
wasn’t working and the
sound was quite loud, but
maybe a professional singer
should not have complained
continuously to the sound
technicians for sounds
that she (and nobody in
the audience) could hear on stage, with angry stops in the
middle of songs while the festival technicians were running
up and down trying to satisfy her. Despite this, all seemed
fine come the end and she apologised for her “extra word or
two” and promised to come again to the most beautiful island
in Greece!
There was lots of dancing too in this year’s festival. It
started with the “Gastronomic evening” in Horio where
dance groups from the Women’s Association of Tsaritsani in
the Prefecture of Larissa in the mainland and the Women’s
Association of Symi presented traditional dances at the main
square in Horio which was transformed into a dance floor
with many people dancing for hours.

A few days later in Yialos, we admired the young people
of Symi and the dance demonstration by the groups of
Irene Milonaki who, once again, presented traditional and
contemporary dances and
a
special
presentation
regarding
Giorgos
Zambetas. A week later, it
was the turn of the Women’s
Association of Symi to
present traditional dances
from the Dodecanese, Asia
Minor and Northern Greece
accompanied by the band of
Mihalis Missos, as always
under the brilliant guidance
of the president of the
association, Sevasti Nikoli.
The dance performances
ended with traditional
dancing from the Cultural
Association of Loutsa from
the Municipality of Ioannina
in the north west of Greece.
In this year’s festival
there was also an evening with Cretan
music with Kostis Avissinos and his band
which unfortunately didn’t attract a lot of
people to the square in Horio, lectures,
book presentations, a beautiful prefestival concert by Manolis Karpathios,
a wonderful evening in St John’s yard
under the August full moon dedicated to
the poet Yiannis Ritsos and a theatrical
performance by the Symiot Theatre
which, as every year, filled the square in
Yialos with a “musical” performance that
riveted the spectators for 2.5 hours.

3
Like every year the festival ended with the two-day event
dedicated to Peace organised by the Municipality of Symi in
collaboration with the Municipality of Datca in Turkey. On
the first day, Greek and Turkish swimmers took part in the
Peace Swim (photo above) where swimmers left Symi and
Datca at the same time, swam about 5 miles, and met in the
middle of the sea to be greeted by applause, hugs and flagwaving in a symbolic and commendable gesture of friendship
and peace. Unfortunately, the Greek swimmers were only
accompanied by the boat “Triton” with just nine people on
board (including the crew), a port police vessel, and later on a
small speed boat with the Mayor of Symi and his team, while
on the other side there were at least 10 boats with more than
100 people creating a beautiful atmosphere in the middle of the
sea. There may, of course, be other (mainly political) reasons
why our neighbours take advantage of events such as these,
but on the other hand maybe more of us should participate in
events such as this, and accompany the swimmers each year.
The festivities continued that same evening in Symi and the
following in Datca with music and dance from Symiot and
Turkish bands.
This year’s festival was a success and proved once again
that it is a vital part of Symi’s summer. Many things improved
this year such as, for example, the use of fewer plastic chairs,
especially in St John’s yard (with visibly fewer “accidents”
when they broke in the middle of a performance), daily
information about festival events with well-written press
releases that were sent to all media, and the Municipal Police
who were present at the major concerts at least, trying as
much as possible to control or remove the young children that
disrupted performances. However, something really needs
to be done to stop the annoying and rude (to the artists and
spectators) racing of children in front of the stage. Maybe this
could be achieved by preventing anyone crossing the square
in front of the stage, by using barriers at the two openings on
either side…
A retrospective review of the festival should end with
the best. Despite the difficulty (and risk) of picking the best
performances of this year, if we had three (subjective) awards
we would give them as follows: the classical music night by
Duo Nota Bene in a packed St John’s Yard that fascinated
everyone and proved that classical music has a place in the
festival (and hopefully next year there will be more events
of such quality), the dance performance by Ballet Tan who
danced to Vivaldi, Radiohead, Kraounakis, Spanos and
Loizos, the Beatles and Queen in spectacular choreography
by Giannis Margaronis, and to the musical performance “The
Seas of Kavadias” by the group “Night Government” with the
words of the poet Nikos Kavadias.
Until next year…
Christos Dantis
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The classification of the Symi
Municipal Archive soon to
become digital
BY IRINI GAZI irinag@otenet.gr

During the first fortnight of September this
year’s work for the classification of the archive of the
Municipality of Symi was conducted by a team of
university students from the Department of History and
Archaeology at the University of Crete with Mr Christos
Loukos as the leading professor (in the photo together
with the president of the Symi council Mr Sokratis
Maroulis, at the Municipality of Symi).
The work started in 2006 and has continued annually
for about 12 days each year with a 12-member team
of undergraduate and postgraduate students that, it
should be noted, do not get paid; only their travel and
accommodation expenses on the island are covered by
the Municipality.
This valuable work of classifying the archives of the
Municipality, is scheduled for digitisation and this will
soon be available to every researcher and reader.
As Mr Loukas told The News of Symi, the teams of
students have found a rich historical archive on Symi
with some gaps of course, as after the Liberation a
section was sent to the Historical Archive on Rhodes;
this section covers a large part of the 19th and 20th
centuries. There are even some documents belonging to

the end of the 18th century.
The powerful position of the
elders in Symi contributed towards
the recording of specific data on all
sectors of life (economy, education,
demography, etc.), so the documents
of this time can give the researcher a
complete picture of the society of the
island and to follow the path of its
prosperity and decline.
The Department of History and Archaeology of
the University of Crete also carries out classification
work on the archives of other Municipalities in Greece,
such as Amorgos, Tzia, Upper Syros, Villia and Aigio.
Compared to the other municipal archives, Mr Loukas
told us that the historical archive of Symi has survived in
a good condition and that ideally new material should be
added to it over time to keep it as up-to-date as possible
in the future. For this reason, the Municipality will be
making an appeal to everyone who has any store of
historical information about the island and is willing to
offer it so it can be recorded and added to the digitised
programme.

Petalo Fish Taverna & Cafe Bar

Photo © Ειρήνη Γαζή

With this programme, the user can type keywords to
find items in the achived database with results sorted
by directories of documents, with tens of thousands of
documents constituting the archive. The archive is very
detailed and the programme will be available after the
opening of the Aegli Reading Room, the ideal place for
whoever wants to use it.
To express their gratitude towards the Department
of History and Archaeology of the University of Crete
for the valuable work of classifying its archive, the
Municipality of Symi has decided to give a grant to the
student Mr Stefanos Poulios, a member of Mr Loukos’s
team, for a PhD on the subject of the history of Symi.

Savoy Hotel

The only authentic fish taverna on Symi - Directly on the sea!
To Book call: 6937197330 or 6955925428

In the centre of Rhodes Town
www.savoyrodos.gr - Tel. +30 22410 20721/2

Greek & Foreign Press

Haritomeni Restaurant

Papers, Magazines, Books, Cigars & Cigarettes
Next to Mina’s shop - Tel. 22460 71675

Excellent food, Spectacular views!
Open Every Day - Tel. +30 6945045074
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Dictionary of Symiot Dialect

Beach at Nimborio © SymiGreece.com

Beaches of Symi:
Ancient history, myths and traditions
BY IRINI GAZI irinag@otenet.gr
Nanou, Ai Giorgis, Agios Emilianos, Marathounta, Sesklia
and all the other beaches without exception have forever been
a living part of the island and are visited by locals and tourists
in the summer setting up impromptu tents and sheds. In the
past, each and every week, the trade of medicine and iother
goods took place at the beaches, with boats coming from
Yialos making them accessible to all the island’s residents,
not just the fishermen.
Many have enjoyed their beauty and crystal-clear waters
but few even suspect that they have their own ancient history,
myths and traditions that have accompanied them down the
centuries.
There is no doubt, for example, that in ancient times
Nimborio was inhabited and some believe that it was the
location of the court of Nireus, the ancient King of Symi.
There are ancient ruins in many parts of the island such as Toli
and Sesklia, which claim (together with Agios Emilianos and
Pontikokastro) to be the location of the triumphal monument
that the Spartans, according to Thucydides in his “Histories”,
set up after their victory against the Athenians during the
sea battle in 412-411 BC when the Athenians lost Admiral
Harminos.
On Sesklia, which used to be called Teftloussa during
antiquity, tradition has it that St Paul took shelter during a
storm on his way to Rhodes, and this is why there is a chapel
there in his name. According to one myth, near this chapel is
hidden the treasure of the Sidean arch-pirate Mouslouhedin
Kourdoglou, who, like many other pirates, used Sesklia as his
shelter. According to another version of the myth, the treasure
is in the “Despotis” (Bishop’s) cave southeast of Sesklia.
Tradition also touches upon a favourite beach of Symi.
According to some, St George himself once came to the beach
of Agios Georgios Dysalonas and cut out with his swords the
steep and imposing rocks that surround the beach.
In the Nanou area, there was during antiquity a carriageway
that even today is called “amaxiki” in Greek and connected
the port with the settlements of Tsagria and Sotiris of Ligi. A

typical legend of Symi tells of the “Varvalakas” (vampire) of
Nanou, who lives in the cave of Scordalou. Many generations
of Symiot children have grown up with the fear that he would
come and terrify them as punishment for their naughtiness!
Finally, in Marathounda the climate and the water from
the well were considered ideal for treating the kidneys and
the liver. In older days, the doctor Konstantinos Farmakidis,
a university professor of paediatrics, director of the greek
hospitals in Alexandria and chief medical officer of the
Greek Army in the Middle East during the war, had a dream
of making Marathounda the Monte Catini of the Eastern
Mediterranean, a sanatorium for kidney sufferers; a plan that
was also considered by the Italians during their occupation of
the island.
Agios Georgios beach © Tasoula Papastefanou

The first volume of a dictionary of the Symiot dialect has
just been published by the Municipal Cultural Centre. The
author is Giannis Milonakis, a mathematician, and it’s a
comprehensive and very well-written attempt to gather all
“Symiot words” and explain their meaning in day-to-day
Greek.
As the author tells us in the dictionary’s introduction,
he first became aware of the Symi dialect during his
primary school years at the Petridio school while playing
with other children. While growing up, he heard his close
family and friends using specific phrases for wishing
well, during birthdays and namedays, good and bad times,
lullabies...and he also heard the boat builders at the ship
yard in Kampos in Yialos and the sailors on the boats.
Other than his immense love for Symi (which he
proudly confesses), it was also the realisation that this
small island of Greece doesn’t just have its own music,
food and traditions, but also its own language and that he
wanted to record every word and phrase so that this unique
language could survive over time. He started to write the
dictionary in 2004.
This is a unique
publication
that
should complement
everyone’s library on
Symi-related books,
whether you speak
Greek or not. The
cost of printing the
dictionary has been
covered
entirely
by the Municipal
Cultural
Centre
and it is available
for free from the
Municipality
of
Symi,
and
the
Citizen’s
Advice
Office.
The painting on the front cover is by the author Giannis
Volonakis

General Election 2009
« Continued from page 1
Obviously The News of Symi will not be asking our
readers to vote for any particular party, however we
encourage voters to think of the local Symi-related issues
when they choose an MP. We should vote for people (of
any party) who have promoted and helped Symi in the past
or for those who may be in a position to help the island
fro within the Greek Parliament. This year, one of the
candidates in the Dodecanese is from Symi; Mr Vasilis
Ipsilantis (a candidate for the ND party) has done a lot for
the island in the past and he is maybe someone to consider
for those who would choose to vote for ND.

Nikolas Patisserie

Symi sweets, Cookies, Ice Creams
The only traditional patisserie - in Yialos since 1925
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History and “Histories”

Researching the history of Symi between 1912-1945
BY DIMITRIS KIPRIOTIS dimitriskipriotis@gmail.com
History is a “difficult” science, as historians have an
obligation to always confirm the “truth” of what they say;
all those who are involved in the process of transmission of
information are people with unique and different personalities,
ways of thinking, views, beliefs, mentalities, etc. and each one
dresses up their interpretation of history in ways that derive
from these parts of their identity.
A new thinking emerged in the middle of the 20th century
with regard to History: that verbal evidence could be at least
as reliable as written sources given that both draw information
from people. Verbal evidence from known (named) sources is
sometimes more reliable compared to written evidence where
the author is often unknown, and this is why verbal evidence
from people about their own period is of great historical
value.
But why do we need History? Many agree that History
is useful when it helps us interpret the present, maybe even

USEFUL
NUMBERS
PUBLIC SERVICES
MUNICIPALITY                                  2246370110
CULTURAL CENTRE                 2246360413
CITIZENS’ ADVICE
                   2246360400
WATER COMPANY (DEYAS)            2246070005
SOCIAL SERVICES
           2246360419
POLICE   
         2246071111
PORT AUTHORITY                           2246071205
CUSTOMS HOUSE                               2246071429
ELECTRICITY COMPANY                  2246071338
POST OFFICE
                        2246071315

1927 - view of the harbour © Adonis Pahos

For this reason, I need someone to get me in touch with
people who have lived through that period on Symi (especially
women), that is people who would now be more than 80 years
old. This way we will try and understand Symi’s society of
that period; to spot potential positive or negative aspects of it
and to utilise it appropriately to better our lives today and our
children’s tomorrow.
I‘ve created a website for contact (http://symihistory.
blogspot.com) where you can see the description of the project
in more detail (in Greek), and to also get to know me better
from my CV that can also be found there. I thank you all in
advance.
ps. I owe special thanks to the Municipality of Symi and to
Misters Dimitris Chrysochoos and Christos Byron.
1938 - view of the harbour © Adonis Pahos

predict the future, having understood the past. For me
personally, History is also useful as an excellent quality
activity in itself.
For this reason, I started a PhD at the University of the
Aegean with Symi in the mid-war years as my subject and
with Professor Mr Giorgos Kokkinos as my supervisor. At
the same time, and since 2008, I have collaborated with Mr
Adonis Pahos who keeps a very valuable archive of photos
mainly to do with Symi during that period (1912-1945).
My research will try to draw facts from the photographic
resources of Adonis Pahos and others (family photos,
postcards, etc), the archives of the Municipality of Symi, the
archive of the Italian administration, relevant bibliography
and, most important of all, from verbal evidence.
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DOCTOR’S CLINICS
YIALOS
                         2246071290
HORIO                                        2246071316
DENTISTS
VOLONAKIS H.                      2246071272
TSAVARIS V.                      2246072050
PHARMACY
TSAVARIS Y.

                    2246071888

BANKS
NATIONAL                                            2246072294
ALPHA                                                   2246071085
DODEKANISOS                    2246071332
TRAVEL AGENTS
ANES                                    2246071100
KALODOUKAS                    2246071077
SYMI TOURS                    2246071307
TAXIS
STAMATIS
                   6945226348
GIORGOS
                   6974623492
KOSTAS
                                  6945252308
THANASIS
                   6946568731
THODOROS
                   6945531676
KOSTANTINOS                                         6944105596

ADVERTISE

1935 - Easter at St John’s © Adonis Pahos

Inside The News of Symi for
as little as €10 - T 6947402722  
E news@symigreece.com

FOR SALE

DOMA Real

Estate SYMI

The trusted expert advisors
A house for your holiday in Symi is a
privilege, and... if chosen wisely, it will
also become a great investment
We are located at the centre of the Symi
port above Pahos kafeneio

www.doma.gr

Tel. 22460 72619
e-mail: domasymi@otenet.gr

Land in Pedi with permission to build
two-story house, 110 sqm. The first floor
balcony and the ground-floor yard have
uninterupted view of the sea.
T 2246072519  M 6932610931
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Find your way around with your free Symi Map

QUIZZES by SIMOS #7

Solutions will be in the next edition of The News of Symi. If you
can’t wait, they are available online now at SymiGreece.com
WHAT ON EARTH?
What two household objects are these?

NAGGAGRAM

P R O
N C E
P

I

U

How many words of 4 or more letters can you find from
these 9 letters? Each letter can be used once without
plurals ending in s or names of people or places. Every
word must contain the letter in the centre and be allowable
in Scrabble. There is one 9-letter word to discover.

Good: 16-30 words V. Good: 31-43 words Excellent: 44 words or more
PEOPLE SPOTTING
Do you know who these famous people are, and what is their connection?

Solutions #6 Ditloids: The 39 Steps, 1000 Kilograms in a Ton, 31 days in August, 10 Green bottles (sitting on the wall), 41 Kilometres from Symi to Rhodes, 15 Symi Festivals, Much Ado about Nothing (William Shakespeare), 206
bones in the human body, It Takes Two (Marvin Gaye & Kim Weston), 7 (different) husbands for Elizabeth Taylor. NAGGAGRAM: fortunate, fortune, outearn, taunter, atoner, attorn, attune, fatten, furane, natter, nature, notate, nutate,
nutter, ornate, outran, ratten, ratton, rotten, tauten, tenour, tenuto, torten, truant, antre, atone, fount, frena, front, furan, futon, noter, oaten, often, rouen, tanto, taunt, tenor, toner, trona, trone, tuner, aeon, ante, aunt, earn, etna, fane, fano,
faun, fern, font, near, neat, nett, nota, note, rant, rent, roan, rune, runt, tarn, tent, tern, tone, torn, tuna, tune, turn, unto. PEOPLE SPOTTING: Nicolas Cage and Michael Jackson, both former husbands of Elvis Presley’s daughter, Lisa
Marie.

8

THE NEWS

11/9/79-11/9/09: ANES turns 30
BY DIMITIRS CHRYSOCHOOS chrysochoosd@yahoo.gr
On the 11th of September 1979, the constitution of ANES was
submitted to the Board of Trade and on the 27th of the same
month, it was published by the Government.

Photos © ΑΝΕΣ

Thirty years later, even if some dislike the notion, it is clearly
undeniable (ANES shareholder or not) that the prosperity we
enjoy today on Symi is 100% due to ANES. The journey of the
past thirty years has not been easy and sometimes there have
been difficulties that seemed unsolvable, but the will for the
further development of ANES and the love of the people has
overcome it all, despite the jealousy (then and now) and unfair
competition that has sometimes been ruthless and which has
tested those in charge.

Let’s wish “Happy 30th Birthday” to ANES - may it carry
on to be 100 years old, and let’s hope it will very soon achieve
its goals for the good of Symi and its people. To celebrate the
birthday of ANES, The News of Symi is publishing a few photos
of the very first tourist trip of Symi I from Rhodes to Yialos via
Pedi 30 years ago.

EXPATCAT

by Vasilakis

More ExPatCat at: www.SymiGreece.com/expatcat.htm
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A loan for our sports’ progress
After the negative response from OPAP (the betting
company) and the Junior Ministry of Sport regarding the
stadium in Pedi and contributing towards a synthetic grass
surface, a running track and spectator stands (with claims
that there are no available funds as other similar projects
are underway elsewhere),
the Municipality of Symi
has had no other choice but
to take out a loan to pay
for it. The whole project
will cost €1,280,000 and
the Dodecanese Council,
after a commitment by its
leader Giannis Mahairidis,
will initially give €200,000
and as much again from
the 2010 budget. For the
remaining amount, which is
substantial, the Council has
already approved taking out
a loan with only one vote
against from an opposition
councillor.
Why hasn’t the Municipality had the support of the
State? Are we cut off from the rest of Greece? Where do
the islands belong, I wonder? Usually, in most places in
Greece, it goes without saying that the State finacially
supports projects that are related to the construction of
sports infrastructure.
As for the project’s progress, the area around the
football ground is completely cleared and during this
month the area will be fenced off so the construction teams
can start the main work. If all goes according to the plan,
this jewel of Symi will be ready by the end of the year, or
by February at the latest. The football team will have to
play the home games in Rhodes and the athletics team will
also be “homeless” during this period. Let’s hope all goes
well.

Magafas with a time of 1:32:19. The Metropolitan of
Symi, Mr Hrisostomos awarded the prizes. Apart from
the cups and medals to those who were in the first few
places, commemorative diplomas and an icon of Archangel
Michael of Panormitis was presented to all athletes. The
Panormitis Monastery awarded €150 to the winner, €100
for the second place and €50 for third. The evening ended
with
traditional
dancing by the
dance
groups
of the Women’s
Association
of
Symi.
The complete
results
are
as
follows: Magafas
Giorgos 1:32:19,
Sarikizis Nikolaos
1:36:59,
Patsis
Vasilis
1:37:16,
Trakosas Mihail
1:39:12, Malliakas
M e r k o u r i s
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1:41:00,
Kale
Leonidas 1:57:53,
Thanasoulis Georgios 2:01:00, Vagiannakis Ioannis
2:03:32, Markoglou Stavros 2:03:32, Mavrogiannis
Ioannis 2:04:04, Kontorinis Ioannis 2:06:04, Moidinis
Dennis-Nikolaos 2:06:14, Mihalarias Mihail 2:35:00, Lias
Vasilis 2:50:35.

Latest News from AOS

- After the departure of Spiros Hatzipetros (who was the
coach and goalkeeper of the men’s team), AOS has a new
coach this year, Manousos Kanelakis who was the former
coach’s assistant until recently. AOS has taken on Ioannis
Papasavvas, an experienced goalkeeper with an extensive
CV playing with various teams in the A local league and he
will certainly help the team to be among the top places in
this year’s championship.
- Registration has already begun for the AOS football
The Symi-Panormitis Run
academy for children born between 1996 and 2003. For
The 24 km annual race between Symi and Panormitis more information, please contact the academy’s coach
was a great success. This year, the start and finish points Spiros Hatzipetros on 6942818085.
- The draw for
were swapped. The start
this year’s local
of the race was in Yialos
champrionship in
at 17.30 with the finish
the B league, where
line outside Panormitis
AOS participates,
Monastery where the bells
took place a few
were rung happily every
days ago. This
time an athlete crossed the
year there will be
finish line. Fourteen athletes
3 groups with 12
of all ages took part in this
teams each. AOS
year’s race, most of them
will be in the
coming from other islands
second group and
in the Dodecanese. There
the championship
were only two athletes from
will begin the
Symi, Mihalis Mihalarias
weekend of 10-11
and Leonidas Kale.
October.
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The winner was Giorgos
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